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Thank you, Dr. Yogman for that warm welcome. Thank you for having me this morning.  I know that many of you in this room are as passionate about early education as I am.


In January, I proposed a budget that was about improving the future of this Commonwealth by investing in strategies that worked.  It was about growing jobs and opportunity in every corner of the Commonwealth in order to fulfill our generational responsibility. 

My plan fully funds early education in the state.  We must ensure that every child in Massachusetts has access to high quality learning opportunities in their earliest years, when achievement gaps begin to form.  We know from academic research, from years of public policy and from our own experience as parents that investing in our children at a young age pays huge dividends for them and for our community as a whole.  To those who say we cannot afford this, ask them to show you which 4-year old you think we should not invest in.

The fact is, we have been working on education reform in Massachusetts for twenty years.  This is nothing new.  We know what works.  And now is the time to keep on this path, to do far more what has worked so well for so many students and to fulfill the promise of a great education for every child in the Commonwealth.

Business leaders, teachers and academic leaders, parents and many of you have called for just such investments for many decades. 

85 members of the House signed a letter supporting more funding for early education.  Business leaders from across industries have written to make the economic and moral case for new funding for early education


The House and Senate leaders proposed a transportation plan earlier this week that will raise taxes and fees everywhere to fix the problems at the T, but ignores most of the rest of the state – and more importantly, does not invest in education.

Brainpower is our signature economic edge, and failing to invest in that in Massachusetts would be like Texas failing to support the oil industry or Iowa their corn farmers.  Indeed, failing to invest in education would practically mean choosing which 4-year old, which high school student applying to college, and which of the almost 227,000 people looking for work should wait until the time is just right for us to act. 

I cannot support a bill that asks everyone to pay more, but does nothing to improve this Commonwealth for residents outside of Boston.  

This proposal short-changes our students, parents and business owners who care about the readiness of our young people for the workplace.

Middle class families in Massachusetts have kids who cannot afford the college education they need to move themselves forward.  They have young children on the waiting list for early education.  My proposal helps them.  The House bill doesn't. 

A long-term solution to our transportation and our education challenges is not easy.  I get that.  I have asked for a lot and that has made a lot of my friends in Legislature and many in the public uncomfortable.  I get that, too.  I still believe we are in the midst of the process of finding a solution, not at the end of it.  But I cannot support another effort to kick the can down the road, and I won’t.


I am here to tell you that this fight is not over.  But I need your help. I need you to engage.

Engage with the members of the legislature who are nervous and uncomfortable about a so-called tax vote.  Remember and remind them that taxes are the price of civilization.  These are not careless questions, they are not idle or lightly-taken asks.  This is a big deal. And so engage respectfully.  There are going to be people who are deeply concerned that this vote may jeopardize their reelection.  

When they are worried about that, tell them you’ll show up at election time and help them. We want to stand by the people who stand with us. We want to reward political courage. And we want a kind of political behavior which says we’re not just about accumulating political capital, we’re willing to spend it when it’s time to do the right thing.  Thank you again for having me, and for the work you are all doing for our youngest citizens.  
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