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Good afternoon.  When I was out here in June to sign a letter of intent with Presidents Hockfield, Brown and Wilson, Mayor Sullivan, and representatives from Cisco and EMC, I knew that our 120 day timeline was ambitious.  But I also knew that it had to be.  This project cannot wait.  

I am proud of the efforts of the different stakeholders--in government, academia and the private sector--to collaborate and work together to help break ground in the next twelve months.  In just about four months, the team has established an organizational model and business structure for current and future partners; drafted preliminary building designs, energy efficiency targets and a schedule for design and construction; collaborated with industry and local community college leaders to create a shared research agenda and education and outreach program; and identified the operating budget and capital costs for developing the facility.  That is an impressive list, and I applaud their professionalism, their spirit of cooperation and, as always, their efforts to stay focused on the long-term objectives of this project.  

  I am also pleased to see the level of commitment to include people in the Holyoke community.  This is their project too, a new economic and professional opportunity for the people of this great city.  Because as we recover, we need to make sure we do it without leaving anyone behind.  We need to reach for those better tomorrows in unison, ensuring that we don’t just expand opportunity into some neighborhoods, but that we expand it into every city and town across this Commonwealth.  
Next week, we have convened an Economic Summit to get ideas from the best entrepreneurial and business minds in the state, leaders and visionaries from all around Massachusetts who can help us deliver on the promise of the American Story today.  I am hopeful that our discussions will lead to the same types of forward-thinking projects and strategies on display right here.  Thank you all for being here, and I look forward to returning for a ribbon cutting in the not too distant future.
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