Governor Patrick INVESTS IN THE SOUTH SHORE
TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the city and residents of the South Shore in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.  

· $242 million for the Route 3A (Washington Street) Bridge over Fore River Design/Build project.
· $9.1M in ARRA funds to support the Quincy concourse project which will make long-awaited improvements to a connector road that will allow better redevelopment of downtown Quincy by separating local traffic from thru traffic.
· $16.9 million for the reconstruction of Burgin Parkway at Centre Street, completed in late 2009. 

· $45 million for the Neponset River Bridge Phase II Accelerated Bridge Program project to improve public safety as well as increase pedestrian and bicycle access between Boston and Quincy.  

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in the South Shore and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for the South Shore and the Commonwealth’s other 350 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.

· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip South Shore workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· Last spring, the Patrick-Murray Administration directed over $2.9 million in federal recovery funds to make immediate investments in job training and support services for dislocated workers, low-income youths and adults in the South Coastal Workforce Investment Area (WIA).  The South Coastal Workforce Investment Board is now using these funds at its Career Centers to serve both job-seekers and employers throughout the South Shore.  In the past six months 7,642 customers have been served at the Career Centers in Plymouth and Quincy. 

· Since 2007, the Patrick-Murray Administration has made over $2.6 million in grant awards available through the Workforce Training Fund to the South Coastal WIA to provide skill development programs to 3,192 individuals.
· Through private and public collaboration, the Patrick-Murray Administration has awarded over $1.4 million in grants that have gone to programs throughout the South Shore that have expanded overall workforce training opportunities and provided job programs for young people. 
· Health Services:  Since taking office, the Patrick-Murray Administration has made it a priority to invest in local hospitals and community health centers to ensure that communities in need receive quality health care. 

· Brockton Neighborhood Health Center Received $450,000 for a capital build out of new urgent care space and addition of Social worker staff; and Manet Health Center in Quincy received $200,000 for increased Saturday hours of operation, urgent care nurse practitioner, and data entry support for “patient navigator” through the Emergency Room Diversion Grant Program.

· In 2009, South Shore Hospitals received $1.8 million from the Essential Community Provider Trust Fund allow them to provide community-based care to serve populations in need.

· Housing and Weatherization: Governor Patrick has consistently invested in projects that provide affordable housing for low-income residents now as well as supporting weatherization efforts that will provide cost savings in the long term.  
· $1.3 million for local housing authority through DHCD’s State Public Housing Capital Awards.
· $5.1 million in ARRA Weatherization funds through DHCD.

· 5 vouchers through Section 8 Project-based Voucher Awards.
· Urban Center Housing Tax Increment Financing (UCH-TIF) to help encourage residential and mixed use development in the city center.
· Over $25,000 in Foreclosure Counseling Awards for FY08 and FY09.
· $70,000 in ARRA Lead Hazard Abatement funds through DHCD.
· $453,990 in ARRA Community Service Block Grants (CSBG) through DHCD. 

