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Good morning and welcome to Worcester.  


You are part of the rich tapestry that is Massachusetts.  When you weave your traditions into the history of our Commonwealth, we are all stronger.  Every day I am grateful for all the ways you enrich life here in Massachusetts.  But we’ve got more to do together.


I know how vitally important the Latino community is to the state.  I see how hard you work, how you push yourselves and everyone else to reach for something better.  Since the beginning of our administration, we have been working with you to expand economic opportunity.  We have worked to replace the heated emotional rhetoric in public discourse with responsible debates about serious challenges.  And we have worked to bridge the artificial divides and instead focus on our common hopes and aspirations.  And I hope you are as proud as I am of what we have accomplished.  

The most important thing we can do is ensure that the next generation is equipped to lead us forward.  We do that through education.  So we signed the Achievement Gap Act in January, a set of reforms and innovations that will ensure that the children with special needs, the ones who speak English as a second language, the poor kids and, more often than not, kids of color have the tools to succeed in today’s economy.  We signed legislation to reduce the drop out rate by 20% by 2012.  Working with our Congressional delegation, we secured $250 million in federal Race to the Top funds to help turn around underperforming schools, especially in our cities.  We dedicated $1.4 million for workplace-based adult English language classes.  Those are investments today for our people tomorrow.

To make our communities safer and healthier, we defended the expansion of the State’s Children’s Health Insurance Program and protected over 100,000 children, including 13,500 Latino children.  We fought to protect health insurance for 30,000 legal immigrants.  In August, we signed CORI reform, giving thousands of people new reason to hope for meaningful employment.  To make sure that government better reflects its citizens, we have increased the number of Latinos appointed to boards and commissions by 14% over previous administrations.  I support bilingual ballots so that everyone who wants to vote can.  Our New Americans Agenda continues to move forward, ensuring new opportunities and new policies to help this community.  

Throughout the past four years, we have done all this and more because we have been willing to work together.  I appreciate the spirit of partnership and collaboration that so many of you here have brought to the table.  We have a lot more to do, but I know that if we keep our focus on the long-term and keep taking strides in the direction of a more hopeful, equal and just future, we will achieve mighty things together.     


Lastly, I have a proclamation designating this as Hispanic Heritage Month.  It is a sign, I hope, of our continued partnership and of how much we value the contributions you make to strengthen our Commonwealth.  Thank you for having me, and best wishes for an enjoyable conference.  
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