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Thank you.  It’s an honor to be here. Welcome

One year ago this month, the people of Haiti were struck by a profound tragedy.  An earthquake of great magnitude shook the island nation to its core, causing extraordinary devastation and the loss of many lives.  

We felt this earthquake here in Massachusetts.  Our Commonwealth is the proud home of a vibrant Haitian-American community and the impact of this natural disaster was sharp and immediate.  In many cases, it has further challenged those who already struggle.  We were all challenged by this natural disaster to rise to the occasion, both to meet a need in our community and commit ourselves to supporting and rebuilding the nation of Haiti.  Today I invite you to join me in a remembrance of that tragic day and to reflect on the challenges the Haitian community continues to face one year after this tragedy.  

I believe, as I think you know, that in tough times we need to turn to one another, not on one another.  In the days and weeks after last year’s earthquake, that is exactly what you did.  We witnessed an outpouring of support from people in all walks of life: from ministers in the Haitian community, from private businesses.  From hospitals who took in severely injured Haitian children and Department of Mental Health workers who fanned out to support those who grieved for loved ones.  From students who took up personal collections. Even from people who had never heard of Haiti.  It was an incredible tapestry of support and it gave me great comfort to know that there was a network available to those who needed it.  

In state government, we have tried to follow your example.  Immediately after the tragedy, I charged our Office for Refugees and Immigrants, under the direction of Richard Chacon, to coordinate a swift response across the state, working in partnership with local governments, community organizations, Haitian clergy and private sector.  Together, we immediately identified and developed ways – large and small – that we could help.  We focused on four areas: providing equipment and emergency services to Haiti, assisting Haitian families in Massachusetts, coordinating treatment of Haitian medical evacuees and their relatives, and supporting state employees of Haitian descent. Richard, you have done an outstanding job. Thank you.  

I am particularly proud of the work that Massachusetts doctors, volunteers and everyday citizens have done to rebuild Haiti in the earthquake’s aftermath.  Today, I have the honor of announcing that our men and women in uniform will now help serve that cause as well. In April, the Massachusetts National Guard will be deploying the 125th battalion out of Worcester and the 220th detachment out of Bridgewater to Haiti.  Their mission will be to provide Haitians with clean drinking water and support humanitarian aid operations.  These are the first Massachusetts battalions to be sent to Haiti. We are honored by their commitment to this important mission and their service to our Haitian partners.

As the nation of Haiti rebuilds, we can be proud that at home we have taken significant steps in addressing the needs of the Haitian community.  Our Department of Public Health DPH distributed over $500,000 in emergency relief grants to community health centers, faith-based and community organizations to support Haitian-serving groups.  We provided assistance to schools on vaccination and medical protocol for newly arrived Haitian students.  And Richard and his office have worked to ensure that eligible Haitian immigrants know how to apply for the immigration status that they deserve.   

Challenges still remain.  With our partners in the community, we are working to address the urgent need for housing that still exists in the community.  We know that the task of housing our most vulnerable and needy is too great for government alone.  We have to partner creatively with folks on the ground, in community groups and with individual neighborhood leaders.  We have begun to work with you on this issue and that work must continue.   

In a broader sense, we work every day to lift up this Commonwealth for every community.  Better schools, more jobs, less costly healthcare, curbing youth violence – this is the work of this administration. Haitian-Americans have a stake in that. In acknowledgment of special challenges facing the Haitian community, I have proclaimed the thirty days from January 12 to February 12 “Haitian Earthquake Remembrance Month.” Pleased that Concil General Dupiton is here to accept and to offer greeting of the Government of Haiti.  

Thank you.  
