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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas   On September 9th, 1895, William G. Morgan, a physical education instructor at the YMCA in Holyoke, designed a new indoor sport for older members of the YMCA less physical than newly invented basketball but still required a bit of athletic effort; and 
W

hereas Initially called “Mintonette”, the game combined elements of basketball, baseball, tennis and handball; and 
W

hereas Upon the observation that the ball volleyed over the net, the name was changed to volleyball; and 
W

hereas The first official exhibition volleyball game was played at Springfield College on July 7th, 1896; and 
W

hereas In 1964, volleyball was introduced as a sport in the Olympic Games in Tokyo. Beach volleyball was later added to the program at the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta; and 
W

hereas This month the Volleyball Hall of Fame, located in Holyoke, will hold their annual induction ceremony and tournaments to celebrate this global sport that started here in the Bay State; and 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 2009 to be,
Volleyball Month  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of October, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
