TALKING POINTS
Chapter 91 Bill Signing

11-15-07
· I’m proud to join with all of you in signing Chapter 91 legislation and bringing clarity to an issue that, for the last 9 months, has raised questions about a number of development projects here in Massachusetts.

· I want to thank everyone here today who worked so hard to bring this bill to fruition – especially Speaker DiMasi and Senate President Murray, and their committee chairs, Rep. Smizik and Sen. Resor. 

· In February, the Supreme Judicial Court ruled that the state agency that administers Ch. 91 licenses lacked authority to exempt so-called landlocked tidelands – filled land at least 250 feet from water, that is no longer is waterfront property – from additional licensing requirements applied to development on waterfront properties. 
· That ruling placed a cloud over the title held by property owners in 3,000 acres of land in Boston alone, as well as another 1,000 acres or more across the state, and placed in jeopardy scores of projects vital to new jobs and economic growth. 

· Ch. 91 gives us such benefits as the archway at Rowe’s Wharf and Boston’s Harborwalk – just two examples of the public amenities that private owners are required to provide in order to ensure that enjoyment of the water’s edge remains open to all.  We wanted to make sure that any adjustments in the law retain the spirit of environmental stewardship and public trust that have made it a success thus far. 

· The resolution arrived at through work with our partners in the legislature, business leaders, advocacy groups and members of the community addresses those concerns in ways that reaffirm the public’s interest in the Commonwealth’s tidelands.  We have, with this bill, balanced our economic development and environmental priorities in responsible, respectable ways. 
· This bill, which is the product of months of discussion and deliberation: 

· Exempts future uses and structures on non-waterfront properties from the waterfront licensing requirement, an exemption that has worked successfully since 1990;
· Confirms the Ch. 91 exemption for all existing uses and structures on non-waterfront tidelands; 
· Creates a new “public benefit review,” under the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs, for new large-scale development projects located in tidelands; and 
· Amends the environmental review process to include examination of groundwater levels in communities where low groundwater has been identified as a problem. 

· Above all, this bill enhances certainty and predictability in the permitting process even as it protects the public interest – a key goal of my administration, and of my partners in the Legislature.  
· The bill is something we should all be proud of, and I’m glad to join with you all today.  Thank you. 
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