GOVERNOR’S REMARKS
OFFICIAL SWEARING-IN OF

RODERICK L. IRELAND
Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court

Monday, December 20, 2010

John Adams Courthouse

Acknowledgements:

· CJ Marshall and Members of the Honorable Courts, and the entire court family

· LG, Chief Counsel Mo Cowan and Members of the administration

· JNC and Governor’s Council

· Wayne Budd, and Fellow members of the Bar

· Ladies and gentlemen

Special welcome to Justice Ireland’s family – Alice, Helen, children and grandchildren

Special thank you to retiring Chief Justice Marshall


Now to the business at hand.  And it is momentous business indeed.


Roderick Ireland has served on the Massachusetts bench for 33 years, one half of his life!  Throughout his career, he has brought to his work a sharp intellect, sound judgment, consistent fairness and common sense, and a formidable work ethic.  He has earned the respect of his colleagues and of the Bar.

He has never lost sight of the fact that his decisions effect real people leading real lives, or his understanding that all who come before the courts, on matters great and not so great, deserve to be heard and treated with respect.

He has devoted as much to service off the bench, as a teacher, leader and mentor.  He has left an indelible mark already on countless lives, especially young people at risk.

And he is unfailingly kind and approachable, traits of his character that will be especially important at a time when the judiciary, like the rest of government and the rest of the Commonwealth, works its way through difficult economic times. 


This is the right man at the right time.

Beyond his undeniable qualifications and readiness for the job, it gives me personal pride to appoint the first African American to serve as the leader of the judicial branch.  I started my career as a civil rights lawyer, and social justice has never been far from my work or my consciousness.  In the darkest days of Jim Crow, in my own lifetime, it was the courts to which black people turned – because no other avenue worked.  In celebrated cases and anonymous ones alike, black petitioners challenged governments and other institutions to treat us like the full, contributing citizens we yearned to be.  The courts listened when no one else would.  That’s exactly how the system is supposed to work, a thing at once so matter-of-fact and so magnificent that it has inspired countless thousands around the world, and vindicated national ideals at home.  

I am so proud of you and so proud of the national and Commonwealth ideals you represent.
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