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Good morning and thank you for having me here.  I will be brief because my limited time here this morning and I want to spend most of it listening.  But first just let me offer a few observations as someone relatively new to the fishing industry.

First of all, we know fishing in Massachusetts.  We have been at it for centuries.  The people in this room know it.  And it would be wise for the officials making policy in Washington to take the counsel of the people who go to sea day after day like their forebears did, and who depend on thriving fish stocks to make their way.

Second, fishing families understand generational responsibility, that ancient notion that we in our time must do what we can to make a better way for the next generation.  I mention this because I sense a breach between fishermen and environmentalists about who cares most preserving the fish stocks.  For fishermen, it’s simple: No fish, no job.  At the end of the day, their interest is closely aligned with that of environmentalists.  That ought to be a pretty good basis for everyone to work together to find practical solutions.

Third, we have good partners here to work with on those solutions.  I miss Ted Kennedy, too.  But Congressman Frank and Mayor Lang are and have been passionate advocates for the fishing industry.  The industry is organized and connected, with great grassroots leadership.  Chairman John Pappalardo of the New England Fisheries Management Council (NEFMC) has shown flexibility and an interest in improving the science on the basis of which decisions are made.  Dr. Lubchenko, we look to you to bring that same spirit of pragmatic problem-solving to the challenges facing these good people, and their livelihood.

We have worked together to deliver for this industry

We secured $13.4 million of federal groundfish disaster funding for emergency economic relief.  
When the Red Tide hit, crippling an industry, we secured $2 million in federal disaster relief for Massachusetts shellfishermen.  
Working with Senator Tarr up in Gloucester, we provided $500,000 to help the fishing industry prepare for sector allocation.  

We worked with Chairman Pappalardo and the NEFMC to reconsider their proposed catch limits on scallops, resulting in $40 million in direct benefits to the New Bedford scallop industry. 
That’s all good.  But the main event is getting Magnuson-Stevens right.  After a meeting held right down the street here last May, I asked our Department of Marine Fisheries, the School for Marine Science and Technology at UMass–Dartmouth and members of the fishing industry to put together a proposal for a groundfish survey and a study of innovative new fishing gear to submit to NOAA, so that we would have the best possible basis for balancing the requirements of the Act with the economic survival of the industry.  That $3.2 million request is still pending with Dr. Lubchenco and NMFS Director Eric Schwaab.  We need you to move on this now.
To be clear, I support exercising the flexibility in the Magnuson-Stevens Act to extend rebuilding timelines for fish stocks, in cases supported by scientific evidence, and to allow exemptions when dealing with mixed stock fisheries.

Our administration is carefully monitoring NOAA's plans to move to catch-shares.  Many Cape Cod fishermen have been experimenting with a sector management approach, with some success.  But this is a major shift in fisheries management, and it will succeed only if the science it is based on is solid, the allocation process is fair and does not compound the mistakes of the past, and negative consequences like excessive consolidation are guarded against.  All of us here have to work hard together to make sure that a move to a new management regime does not cause undue hardship or disruption to the Massachusetts fishing industry.
We also need to sort out the way we oversee fisheries management.  I am calling for a high-level review of the nation’s fisheries management process for efficiency and consistency, including the working relationships between the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the NOAA Fisheries Science Centers, and the Fisheries Management Councils.
In all of our efforts, I want to make sure that the way forward is informed by the most recent and reliable science.  We cannot make sound decisions based on old data any more than we can make them based on emotion.  

There are serious challenges ahead, but I remain optimistic because I see so much common ground and so many good people involved.  Now let’s go get it done.  Remember that we each share generational responsibility.  Because if we don’t preserve these fishing grounds today, we will lose a unique part of our heritage and our economy for tomorrow.  

Thank you for having me.  I look forward to hearing what is on your mind.
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