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· Good evening and Happy Hanukkah everyone.  Thank you Rabbi for that introduction, and thank you all for being here to celebrate this festival of light and miracles.

· I have a variety of duties and yearly responsibilities that come with my job.  Some of them I enjoy, some I… well, I tolerate.  But this one I cherish.

· This year especially, I think it is incredibly important that we take stock of so many miracles in our lives and communities.  Often, they are well-documented, once-in-a-lifetime occurrences – the eight days of light from the tiniest bit of oil, for instance.  But more frequently there are the miracles of everyday existence, when simple acts of grace and kindness find their way into the world.  Those are these miracles that we all need to celebrate and remember.  

· The story of the Maccabees and the rededication of the temple is one of determination, dedication and an abiding faith in each other in spite of overwhelming odds – lessons we can all take comfort in and inspiration from in our own time of challenge.

· I am so glad to share in this most special holiday celebration with you this evening.  Once again, Happy Hanukkah.  Thank you.
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