FALL RIVER BRIEFER

(Freetown) Route 24 Exit 8B exit public hearing
· This $34 million ARRA project is a key transportation project that will support economic development in the region – symbolic of the Governor’s approach to investing stimulus funds in projects that will create jobs for today and tomorrow.  The project involves construction of a full access interchange between Exits 8 and 9 on Route 24 in Fall River/Freetown. Completion date: November 2012.

· Specifically, the project includes the creation of the new entrance and exit ramps, relocation of a segment of South Main Street and the creation of a new street - Executive Parking Drive, which will connect South Main Street and Riggenbach Road while connecting the new exit to the local road network and providing access to the new Fall River Executive Park. The new connection will help alleviate congestion on South Main Street and at Exits 8 and 9.
· There is a design public hearing on the Route 24 Interchange 8B Design/Build Project in Fall River/Freetown, 7 p.m., Thursday, February 11, 2010 at the Freetown Elementary School auditorium.
CITY HALL PLAZA BRIDGE OVER I-195 EASTBOUND & WESTBOUND

· Completion date: April, 30, 2010
· $14.3 million project involves removal and disposal of reinforced concrete stairs and ramps,portions of upper and lower reinforced concrete deck, brick and concrete topping, membrance waterproofing, precast concrete panels, precast panel base and structural steel beams.
FALL RIVER- SOMERSET-  BRIGHTMAN STREET OVER THE TAUNTON RIVER
· Completion date: November 6, 2012
· $200 million project
Work on the NE & SE bascule girders for span opening in progress.  

· Four-phased bridge replacement project to relocate Route 6 over the Taunton River and connect Fall River to Somerset. The mechanical bridge will have a vertical clearance of 60 feet from the water surface in the closed position and a 200-foot horizontal clearance between the fender beams for navigational traffic. 

· The new bridge is approximately 1700 feet long from the east abutment in Fall River to the west abutment in Somerset. The new structure will be located approximately ¼ mile north of the existing bridge that was constructed in 1906. The existing bridge has a 9-ton posting and has half the vertical and horizontal clearances. The bridge has an average daily traffic count of 45,000 vehicles per day and because of the vertical clearance restrictions, the bridge must be opened at numerous times causing traffic problems in the adjoining communities.  
· The new bridge replacement project was split into 4 separate contracts. The first three were not completed on time. However, the fourth and final contract is on time and on budget.
· It is expected that the new bridge will be opened to westbound traffic at the end of this year and to eastbound traffic in the spring of next year. Approximately one year is scheduled for testing, adjustment and training. The bridge will be operating as designed in the fall of 2011.
· Local officials and Congressman would like to keep the existing bridge. However, the existing bridge is structurally deficient and recent estimates indicate that it will cost about 2 million dollars per year to maintain the bridge as a moveable structure. This estimate includes operating and routine maintenance costs as well as costs resulting from anticipated major structural repairs. The best course of action is to remove the bascule sections and immediate approach sections of the structure leaving an area for fishing and other recreational activities. To achieve this, clarification will be required to assure we comply with the intentions of Congressional mandates related to preserving the structure. Questions remain regarding the source of maintenance, repair and operating expenses if the bridge is taken out of service and restricted to pedestrians only. 
Fall River - Route 79 Fall River Bridge (ABP)
· The $125 million Accelerated Bridge Program (ABP) project will replace the entire superstructure of the Route 79 Fall River Bridge including all connecting ramps and repair its deteriorated concrete portions.
· The project is commonly referred to as the “Spaghetti Ramps.” It’s a design/build project scheduled for advertisement in September 2013.


.

Fall River-Somerset – Braga Bridge (ABP)
· The $16 million Accelerated Bridge Program (ABP) I-195 over the over the Taunton River (Braga Bridge) project is a cleaning and painting of the main truss span.  There was initial controversy about what color the bridge would be painted and the Highway Division agreed to poll the community so they could choose among some pre-approved colors.  After a public poll sponsored by local officials and the Chamber it was announced the bridge will be painted blue according to the results of the poll (other components of the bridge will remain green). Construction is underway and the work is scheduled for completion in June 2011. 
· A second contract for $26 million will be advertised on February 6, also as part of the ABP. It involves work below the deck and is scheduled for completion in spring 2013.
Fall River – Bedford Street Bridge (ARRA)

· A notice to proceed was issued on January 28, 2010 for the the $2.4 million Route 24 over Bedford Street Bridge American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) replacement project.

South Coast Rail

· We have two stations planned for Fall River, one at Battleship Cove at the Gates of the City, and one on Davol Street.  MassDOT recently held a community workshop at the Water Street Cafe, at which more than 70 people came to offer their thoughts on how the station can boost the economy and create a higher quality of life.  We are happy to be partnering with the City to take these plans into real zoning that will attract private investment.
· But the stations are only one part of the economic benefit.  Through a recent economic analysis, we found that the rail connection to Boston will bring nearly half a billion in new economic activity each year.
