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Good morning.  Welcome to the State House and to this Chamber.  Thank you, to my partner and a champion of public safety across this state, Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray.  Thank you also to Secretary Burke, Undersecretaries Kurt Schwartz, Mary Beth Heffernan and John Grossman.  I appreciate your hard work and leadership.  I also want to thank the members of the Legislature here for your work and the members of the Hanna Awards Committee.  And I want to acknowledge the members of Trooper Hanna’s family here.  He was a brave member of the State Police family, and we continue to honor and miss him.

Before we acknowledge the award recipients, I want to take just a minute to express my personal gratitude to law enforcement officers everywhere in this Commonwealth.  Especially in these times of budgetary pressures, I want you to know that our respect for the work you do and the role you play in all our lives remains undiminished.  In the face of so many challenges--professional, familial, emotional and yes, fiscal--you exhibit a quiet humility and a professional expertise that inspire me and all your fellow Massachusetts citizens.  You leave your homes and your loved ones every day knowing that you may save or protect a life and change a person forever.  That courage is profound, and I appreciate your sacrifices, and those of your families.  While we can never say it enough, we are grateful for what you do to protect and strengthen our communities every day.  Thank you.


To the individuals being honored today, your personal examples of heroism have left an indelible mark on the people you serve.  At the very moment when so many among us would shrink to the margins, you demonstrated bravery and selflessness, putting the needs of others--even strangers--in front of your own.  It leaves all of us in awed admiration.  Congratulations and thank you for your service.           
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