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Thank you, Mayor Nunes and Senator Walsh, for your generous introduction and your strong support. 

And thank you, Delegates, for your endorsement. You -- and the tens of thousands who voted for you -- helped make this resounding victory possible. I am humbled by your confidence. 

I will make mistakes and missteps, both as a candidate and as governor. I am an 
unfinished man, as flawed as the next. And as the campaign gains strength, I am sure both our competition and the media will make as much as they can of those flaws. But don’t give up on me – because I will never give up on you.  

Politics-as-usual says favor the insider, the one with the chits and powerful relationships, or favor the money, the one who can spend whatever it takes to tell people whatever they want to hear. Politics-as-usual says vote not for whom we want, but for whom the wise guys think somebody else will want. And that has failed us every time. 

Politics-as-usual has failed not just this Party, but Massachusetts itself. Politics-as-usual hasn't slowed the departure of young, well-educated residents from Massachusetts. 

Politics-as-usual hasn't eased the high cost of housing or attracted new businesses and jobs or produced excellent schools. 

It hasn't addressed our energy needs or delivered truly universal and affordable health care or stopped the rampant gun and gang violence on city streets.  

Politics-as-usual will continue to fail us because Republicans have no interest in leadership. But we Democrats do – and more importantly we have vision for leadership. 

You know the difference. The people of Massachusetts know the difference. 
You come from every city, town and hamlet in every corner of this state. 

You think for yourself. You know common sense when you see it. And you are as tired as I am of being crammed into an ideological box. 

You see for yourself how broken our roads and bridges and dams are, and how crowded our classrooms are becoming. 

You feel for yourself the widespread anxiety about our economy, and you know we cannot rebuild our economy without reinvesting in our communities. 

You see for yourself that the poor are in terrible shape, and that the middle class are one month away from being poor, and worried that no one cares. 

And in the midst of all this, you see how we keep electing Republican governors more interested in having the job than doing the job. 

You are as hungry as I am for candor and leadership. Not just slick slogans, but real solutions. Not just a strategy to win, but a strategy to govern. And let’s build that strategy on hope. 

So, let’s get ready to go to work. Everyone here and everyone you know who hopes for a better way forward needs to get ready. Because hope without action is meaningless. We are going to go to work. We are going to put problem-solving above partisanship. We are going to step across our differences –- just as so many of you did in the caucuses and so many of you have here today -- and work to find the best solutions. Let’s start by rejecting that old politics that says we have to agree on everything before we can work together on anything. Start in your own community. Our campaign has a packet for each delegate here with a list of 20 names of your neighbors. Go talk with them. Talk with them about Democratic values of equality, opportunity and a fair chance. I don’t care if you support me or you support [opponent], you support a Democrat – and so take responsibility in your own community for by being a champion for Democratic ideals. 

Tell your neighbors that we don’t have to accept false Republican choices anymore. Tell them we can have a strong economy and social justice. Quality, affordable health care and universal health care. High standards in public schools without an achievement gap. 

And tell them that Democrats won’t hide behind gaudy media buys and misleading negative ads, but are ready for a contest of ideas. 

Because if you go to work, on the ground, at the grassroots, then I win. And if I win, so do you. Because when I win, the business executive wins, but so does the guy who runs the lathe in the machine shop. When I win, the investor wins, but so does the mother on welfare and the middle manager wondering how to afford his first house. When I win, the corporate lawyer wins, but so does the poverty lawyer and the working student and the teacher spending thousands of dollars of her own money for required materials in the classrooms. When I win, the suburban professional wins, but so does the homeless family and the child who’s hungry and the outsiders and powerless of every type and kind. Because when I win, Democratic values win. We are the Party that hopes for the best – and works for it. We are the Party that believes in the American Dream, and wants to put it within reach of everyone. We are the Party that built the middle class and must now save it, that gave people on the bottom a reason to hope and must now make good on that promise. Cynicism has no place in our vision. 
But realism does. It will take patience and focus and resolve to bring our vision to life. Lasting change requires more than leadership by gimmick or sound bite or photo op. Lasting change requires candor, visionary leadership and a commitment to get things done. 

And that’s what I mean to bring to work every day -- in this campaign and in the corner office -- the best that I have and the best that I am. Not far from here in Worcester, Robert Goddard, the father of modern rocket engineering, conducted his first experiments. Like all those who have contributed to human knowledge and progress, Goddard looked beyond what was, to a vision of what could be. And in a small cabbage field, he launched the space age. 

If we unite behind not just this candidate, but this cause; not just this campaign, but this vision; not just me but your own hopes; not just what Massachusetts is, but what she can be; then we will win, my friends, and we will deserve to win. 

