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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Ensuring access to affordable, quality health care that meets the diverse needs of local communities across the Commonwealth is critical to our future; and
W

hereas Community Health Centers play a vital role as local engines for healthier communities and a healthier Commonwealth; and
W

hereas In Massachusetts, 49 Community Health Center organizations provide essential primary and preventative health and wellness care at more than 285 sites to over 875,000 state residents in often underserved and diverse areas across the Commonwealth; and
W

hereas Strategic investments by the Patrick Administration in Community Health Centers have expanded public health initiatives to tackle chronic health issues, implemented payment reforms that reward quality of care over quantity, increased the use of technology, advanced substance abuse prevention and intervention programs, strengthened sexual education, supported smoking cessation efforts, and reinforced community wellness; and
W

hereas Partnerships with Community Health Centers have resulted in over 90 percent of Massachusetts residents having a primary care physician; and
W

hereas Community Health Centers are enhancing coordinated patient care practices that address not just physical health, but also the mental, social, nutritional, fitness and public health needs of patients; and
W

hereas Massachusetts was the site of the nation’s first Community Health Center, which opened its doors in Boston in 1965,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 10th – 16th, 2014, to be, 
 Community Health Centers Week
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this seventh day of August, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
