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I want to thank you all for being here, and Senator Kerry for holding this conference and giving us all an opportunity to open lines of communication, to connect and take advantage of the many resources present today.

The officials in my administration hope to be one of those resources.  We want do what we can to help industry grow here in Massachusetts.  We have begun to take steps to create that growth by working to streamline regulation and permitting, at state and local levels, to move at the “speed of business;” targeting infrastructure investments to serve the needs of growth in specific areas; and developing affordable housing so that we can retain talent and gain new investment.  

To further these ends, we have formed a Development Cabinet that will coordinate action from different departments of the Executive office to spark growth throughout the Commonwealth, and we have re-engaged with local leadership in our cities and towns to collaborate on economic expansion.  

Meanwhile the Commonwealth is itself a customer.  At any given time, in our e-Purchasing system we have anywhere from $3-4 billion in open contracts.  And we are committed to enhancing our procurement process in the following ways:   
We will modernize and streamline our system to eliminate redundant, unnecessary forms.  We also will expand the use of online registration and bid submissions, and simplify bidder response requirements.
We will create a small business incentive program for state contracts on goods and services, so that we can reserve a portion of state procurement funds – either in dollars or as a percentage of contracts – for smaller firms, those with 25 or fewer employees and annual revenues under $10 million.
Greater small business education and outreach is also essential.  We will hold training sessions for small business owners and entrepreneurs more frequently and in every region of the Commonwealth, so that you have the access and the know-how to maximize opportunities to do business with the state.

Finally, as part of a broad effort to welcome new industry and build towards our long-term growth, we want to encourage a Clean Energy Market.  We will establish incentives to encourage firms that produce environmentally beneficial goods and services to register with the state for procurement benefits.
I’m happy to see that so many of you have come here from so many different regions and backgrounds, and I am excited to see what this community is going to make happen in the coming years.  
Thank you.
