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· I’m glad to be with you all today.  I want to thank everyone at the National Association of Government Employees, in our Executive Office of Administration and Finance and Human Resources Department for the time and effort they put forth in negotiating this contract.  This is an equitable, beneficial extension that has satisfied all of us here today.  
· This is the first state employee contract negotiated and signed in this administration.  I commend everyone on a process that was efficient, very positive and very collaborative.  I’m proud that in our first effort to this effect, we were able to come to the table as friends, and produce a real working partnership.  
· That partnership strengthens our work in state government, improves the delivery of resources and services to the people, and overall builds a better Commonwealth.  Thank you all again and I look forward to working with you.
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