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Chairman Brownsberger and Chairman Markey and members of the Committee:  Good afternoon and thank you for convening this important hearing.  I especially appreciate your assembling so quickly in light of the important public safety and reproductive health issues addressed in this bill.  
In addition to offering my thanks to this Committee, I want to thank Senate President Murray, Speaker DeLeo, Attorney General Martha Coakley, Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts and everyone who has been working with us to protect access to reproductive health care access throughout the Commonwealth. Working together with these leaders and you to swiftly address the issues created by the Supreme Court's decision has been a top priority for my Administration. 
As recent history in the Commonwealth has demonstrated, there is a pressing need to ensure that women and men seeking to access reproductive health facilities can do so safely and without harassment, and that the employees of those facilities can arrive at work each day without fear of harm.  Massachusetts knows all too well that safety at reproductive health facilities is a real and serious issue.  When a person is seeking health care — whether they’re entering a clinic for birth control, a pap smear, STI testing, or for constitutionally protected abortion services — she has the right to feel safe.    Nobody should face fear or physical intimidation en route to the doctor’s office.  Following the Supreme Court’s decision, that prospect is very real.  The bill before you today – the Safe Access Bill -  seeks to reestablish a sense of security.

What we know from our experience in Massachusetts both before the Buffer Zone was implemented, and from the environment outside of clinics after the Buffer Zone was struck down, is that men and women seeking to access reproductive health care facilities face intimidation and impediments to entry.  They face human fences that obstruct their paths, protesters pacing in driveways to make it harder to pull into the parking lot, and enormous signs placed in between the patient and the door.  Individuals who gather outside reproductive health clinics have a right to express their views.  They have a right to convey a message peacefully, whatever that message may be.  But they do not have a right to block access.  Nor a right to intimidate those seeking care.  This bill draws that line and ensures that the environment outside of a reproductive health clinic is a safe one.     

We have heard the Supreme Court loud and clear about the constitutionality of the Buffer Zone, and this bill does not seek to recreate that specific mechanism for protecting patients.  Instead, it enhances existing laws and creates new ones that promote public safety at and access to reproductive health care facilities in Massachusetts.  The Court provided us with a clear road map to follow as we sought to reinstate safeguards around these centers, and we have stayed on their articulated path in crafting this legislation.  
When I signed the 2007 Buffer Zone legislation I said that the freedom of choice is secure here in this Commonwealth, and that we respect the reasonable right to express themselves of people who have a different view.  Those two truths remain unchanged. While we have had a change in law, neither our commitment to protecting a woman’s right to access reproductive care, nor our dedication to the First Amendment, have been altered.  The Safe Access Bill speaks to those constant truths, and will allow Massachusetts to once again stand with women and assure them that their ability to safely seek reproductive health care services in the Commonwealth is protected.
Thank you Mr. Chairmen, and thanks to the Committee for your shared commitment to swift action.  I hope we can work together to pass this bill quickly.  Thank you all for your time and consideration.
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