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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Assistance dogs transform the lives of their human partners with physical and mental disabilities often serving as devoted companions, helpers, aides, best friends and close family members; and 
W

hereas Assistance dogs include service dogs, guide dogs, hearing alert dogs and alert/seizure response dogs and assist people with vision loss, leading these individuals around physical obstacles and to destinations such as seating, crossing streets, entering or exiting doorways, elevators and stairways, etc.; and
W

hereas Medical alert/medical response dogs alert or respond to oncoming medical conditions, such as heart attack, stroke, diabetes, epilepsy, panic attack, anxiety attack, post-traumatic stress disorder; and
W

hereas It is important to recognize the roll that assistance dogs play in the lives of those citizens that require and rely on their help, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 4th -10th, 2013, to be, 
Assistance Dog Week  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this seventeenth day of July, in the year two thousand and thirteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-seventh.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
