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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas January 4th, 2010 marks the 201st anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille – the man who brought a method of reading and writing to the blind community of the world; and  
W

hereas Braille, the system of tactile dots used by the blind community to read and write, is a truly elegant and effective medium of literacy; and
W

hereas Children and adults who are blind and visually impaired must be afforded the opportunity to achieve literacy so that they can succeed in education, compete in employment, and live independently; and
W

hereas In 1996, the Massachusetts General Court passed the Braille Literacy Act to ensure that blind and visually impaired school students and adults are given the opportunity to learn Braille; and
W

hereas It is important for the Commonwealth to further increase public awareness of the importance of Braille literacy among children and adults who are blind and of the great need for the production of Braille documents to match the wide variety of commonly available print documents,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim January 2010 to be,
Braille Literacy Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this sixth day of January, in the year two thousand and ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
