GOVERNOR PATRICK INVESTS IN METROWEST TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the MetroWest area and its residents in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.  

· In March 2008, the Administration awarded Framingham $340,000 through the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Jobs Capital Program to design a pumping station and make sewer system upgrades. The funds supported renovations and new construction by Genzyme. The project was completed in October 2008 and created 551 jobs.  

· In January 2008, the Patrick-Murray Administration awarded the Town of Natick $1.3 million through the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Jobs Capital Program.   

· In November 2008, the Patrick-Murray Administration awarded the City of Marlborough $10 million through the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Jobs Capital Program. The funding will help upgrade and expand the existing Westerly Wastewater Treatment Facility.

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in Western Massachusetts and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· At Framingham State College the Patrick-Murray Administration has invested $1,384,263 for expansion of College Center Dining Facilities to accommodate enrollment growth, $499,923 for utility upgrades and $300,000 for library renovations.

· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for the MetroWest region and the Commonwealth’s 351 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.
· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip local workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· Energy and the Environment: Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth's natural habitats.

· $38.06 million from a Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) Loan Program to town for East Framingham Sewer Improvements, including $4.46M in ARRA principal forgiveness.  The project includes the elimination of three existing pumping stations and approximately 22,000 feet of existing force main.
· $10.4 million DEP Clean Water State Revolving Fund Loan Program to town for New Fruit St. wastewater treatment facility, Disposal Beds, & Force Main in Hopkinton, including $1.229M in ARRA principal forgiveness.  

· $150,000 Mass Environmental Trust Grant to Mystic Valley Development Commission to complete initial segment of Wellington Greenway located where the Mystic and Malden Rivers join in the city of Medford.

· Housing and Weatherization: Governor Patrick has consistently invested in projects that provide affordable housing for low-income residents now as well as supporting weatherization efforts that will provide cost savings in the long term.  
· Natick received $13,000 for local housing authority through DHCD’s State Public Housing Capital Awards
· Framingham received $8,711,120  in ARRA Weatherization funds through DHCD

· Waltham received $9,864,735 for local housing authority through DHCD’s State Public Housing Capital Awards.
