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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas On August 24th, 1991, the Ukrainian Parliament formally declared its independence from the Soviet Union; and
W

hereas This declaration brought an end to a totalitarian regime whose crimes against humanity had cast a dark shadow over human history; and 

W

hereas The struggle to maintain the ideal of an independent Ukrainian nation cost the Ukrainian people millions of lives, including intellectuals, artists, political leaders and citizens of all walks of life; and
W

hereas The efforts of Ukrainians around the world to preserve their language, culture and history must be acknowledged and encouraged for the sake of future generations; and 
W

hereas The Ukrainian American community has contributed tremendously to the cultural and economic vitality of the Commonwealth; and
W

hereas Today, the Ukrainian community commemorates the 22nd anniversary of their independence and celebrates their rich heritage, diverse culture and traditions,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 24th, 2013, to be,
Ukrainian Independence Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fourteenth day of August, in the year two thousand and thirteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

               





By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
