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	Good evening all.  I’m Governor Deval Patrick.  I apologize that I cannot join you this evening at your 95th Annual Membership Banquet. 

As a former staff attorney and Board member of the Legal Defense Fund and a former Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, I understand and appreciate the work of the NAACP.  

In many dark hours, your leadership has shown so many of us that “darkness cannot drive out darkness,” as Dr. King said.  “Only light can do that.” 
The Springfield Community and our Commonwealth is stronger because you drive out darkness.  You have been at the forefront of challenging educational inequities, housing and employment discrimination, police brutality and unfair practices of all kinds. 

	We must break the cycle of violence that plagues our neighborhoods and renders broken families and broken homes.  We must continue to fight to close the achievement gap so that every child can meet their potential.  We must continue to encourage civic engagement so that all voices are heard – not just the loudest or the most powerful.  All of which means, we must have a vital NAACP for another 95 years. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We thank you for all your service and count on the NAACP to continue its positive impact in Springfield.  I want to also thank my friend Reverend Swan for his leadership.  

	Thank you and enjoy the rest of your evening.   


