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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  Black Architecture Month spotlights the creativity and knowledge in art, culture and technology by highlighting the critical importance of architectural professionals involved in urban design,  planning, and community development while emphasizing African American culture and promoting increased visibility of African American and other minority, community-based architectural professionals; and
W

hereas This month marks the 203rd anniversary of the death of surveyor/planner Benjamin Banneker, whose contributions to American history, in particular in the design of 18th century Washington, DC still inspire current and future architects and design professionals ;and 
W

hereas Black American architects and design professionals who helped build the United States faced enormous social, educational, institutional and economic barriers; and
W

hereas  In 1930, there were only 60 Black individuals listed as registered architects in the United States and many of the buildings that were designed by these individuals have since been lost or radically altered; and
W

hereas In the 1990’s Black Architects were still fighting for professional recognition and there is a continued need to address the lack of diversity in the architectural field; and
W

hereas Today, African-Americans registered as architects make up only 1.5% of the total number of registered architects in the country, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 2009 to be,
Black Architecture Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-second day of September, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
