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· I want to thank you all for coming and congratulate you on your 30th legislative day at the State House, and for the consistent progress you have made in each of those 30 years on behalf of the individuals and families you support.  We are glad to do our part in helping you provide that support, and thank you for coming up the hill to talk and partner with us once again this year.  
· Your hard work has enabled people affected by these chronic, life-long diseases to participate more freely in every area of their lives, from education to employment to community living.  You have given them the opportunity for greater independence and economic self-sufficiency, and opened up a wide range of options that were never available before.  What that means is that you are making a tangible, positive change that is felt every single day in the lives of others.  Not bad for a day’s work.
· Let me just say that I know a little something about what you do.  The issues you work with each day have been a part of my life in professional and personal settings, both as a lawyer with the Justice Department’s Civil Rights divison in the ’90s, where we worked extensively on the ADA, but also as a man who spent his childhood in his grandparents’ home and brought his mother to live with him in her old age.
· I saw first-hand how difficult this issue can be, and my mother wasn’t even disabled.  But her needs took a toll that we had not anticipated – the kind of long-term, mentally taxing care that is so difficult emotionally, not to mention financially.
· That is why we must help individuals who need care get that care in appropriate settings, with appropriate services.  That means expanding the long term care options available to elders and individuals with disabilities, 
· which is why our budget proposal for this year includes $46 million in a new account at MassHealth to implement the first year of the Community First initiative.
· 
· Massachusetts has long been a leader of this issue.  We have seen bold leadership both at the state level and through our leadership in Washington.  Things like the Perkins School in Watertown, America’s very first school for the deaf, the sight-impaired, and individuals with a range of disabilities, or our state Commission on Employment of People With Disabilities – formed decades before the federal Americans with Disabilities Act – mark a history of expanded opportunity.  

· I meet often with members of the handicapped community, with advocates and family members, and hear each time about the challenges faced by our disabled citizens.  Challenges in finding work, in securing accessible housing, in finding recreational opportunities and gaining the fundamental access to public spaces.  The kinds of things that many of us may take for granted.  

· Back when I was at the Justice Department, I was also told about the larger challenge of overcoming the stigma around a disability.  For many of the people I spoke to, the issue was not in proving their abilities to engage in life and work.  The issue was in having the opportunity in the first place to prove themselves.
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