MEMORANDUM
TO:   

Governor Patrick
FROM:  
Secretary JudyAnn Bigby, Secretary Mary Beth Heffernan 

CC:  
Marilyn Anderson Chase, Mike Coelho, Nurys Camargo, Mark Fine, James Stark, Greg Wilmot
RE:  
Youth violence prevention priority / Safe and Successful Youth Initiative (SSYI)
DATE:  
December 4, 2012
Purpose 
This memo and accompanying performance dashboard provide an update on the administration’s priority to eliminate youth violence.  This update builds upon the report you received on the priority in June as well as the update you received on the Safe and Successful Youth Initiative in September.  
Highlights since September
SSYI
As mandated by the FY2013 budget, an independent evaluator is being procured to evaluate the outcomes from the SSYI program.  The RFR was posted in mid-October but received no bids.  The RFR is currently re-posted and will close in early December.  The independent evaluator will be responsible for conducting a multi-year evaluation of the SSYI program's implementation and outcomes.
Data

A team of EOHHS and EOPSS staff continue to work to expand upon the data that is informing the youth violence dashboard and violence prevention planning.  In an effort to expand trend analysis, the team is reviewing violent crime and injury data dating back to 2006 from the State Police Crime Reporting Unit and the Department of Public Health.  We expect this information will enhance analysis related to race/ethnicity, weapons usage, and victim/offender relationships among other important considerations.  

Additionally, we plan to collect additional national crime data to better understand how Massachusetts and Boston compare to similar sized states and cities.    

About the Dashboard

The dashboard contains the following information:

· Key statewide measures regarding Victims of violent acts.

· Key statewide measures regarding Youth offenders.

· Key statewide measures regarding Recidivism rates for youth.
· Key activities and other highlights regarding the youth violence priority.

· Youth Violence Goal/Strategy Map – includes related initiatives and programs in place to support key strategies.

· Note: Since June, the dashboard has been updated to include year to date data for 2012.  
The Department of Public Health and the National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) are the sources of data related to homicides and serious injuries for the dashboard.
Other Considerations / Next Steps
SSYI FY2013 Grant Program Request for Response (RFR) is under development - the FY2013 procurement will be competitive and open to all cities currently funded as well as other cities that meet the eligibility requirements of the grant program. The procurement process will begin in December.
State agencies continue to work closely together under the leadership of Assistant Secretary Marilyn Chase (EOHHS Children, Youth, and Families) to further refine and coordinate strategies and to ensure implementation efforts continue to be actively monitored and managed.

In accordance with Executive Order 540, a working group has been established to better understand how state grants for youth violence prevention and positive youth development programs interact with and impact youth.  Efforts are well underway to develop a reporting tool that will identify the activities and outcomes of each funded grant program.    
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