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To give delegates an overview of the accomplishments, goals, and the challenges we face in Massachusetts.  Governor Hickenlooper will respond to your address and then moderate Q & A.
Audience: 
The delegation will be comprised of 150 leaders diverse in sector, industry, company, gender, and ethnicity.  Delegates are members of the Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation - the state’s premier leadership organization with a 37-year history of preparing and connecting leaders from the business and civic communities to strengthen Colorado’s future.

Message:

Massachusetts is succeeding because of our growth strategy: education, innovation, and infrastructure.  And as Massachusetts provided the national model for universal access, we can crack the code on cost control. 
Governor Deval L. Patrick
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Thank you for the generous introduction.  I’m so glad to be here.  I want to welcome Mayor Hancock and also Maureen McDonald of the Leadership Foundation and everyone, ladies and gentlemen I am very glad you’re here and welcome to “sea level.”  I think you will find that you have a remarkable amount of energy here so make the most of it.  I hope you’ll get to know your counterparts around the Commonwealth and I hope that, and I say this to Desh and Paul Guzzi who are here and anyone else from Boston or Massachusetts, please do not contradict the very generous observations about me that John made through this introduction.

What I thought I would do, we’re going to have some conversation, right?  So I thought I’d make a couple of points about what we’re trying to do here to grow opportunity and grow jobs.  I’ve spent most of my life in the private sector.  This is my first elected position, I’m in my second term.  I’m having a ball.  We don’t have term limits here but this is my last term.  My term limit is named Diane Patrick.  
And I miss the private sector on payday, there’s no doubt about that.  But in my experience in private life and when I look at it in public life, you have to have a strategy. You can’t just hope for the best.  What my grandmother used to say was hope for the best and work for it.  And so our strategy for growing opportunity here has been based on three things – on education, on innovation, and on infrastructure.  And I just want to say a word about this. 
Education first and foremost because it’s our calling card around the world.  We don’t have reserves of oil, or gas or coal or corn as is the case out in Iowa for example.  What we have here is a concentration of brainpower.  An unusual number of really high quality universities and colleges, research institutions.  And we have emphasized education right from pre-K up through higher ed.  Investing in our public schools at the highest level in the history of the Commonwealth in the last few years even when the bottom was falling out of everything else.  So as we’ve had to cut, as everyone has, in order to balance a particularly difficult budget, we’ve continued to invest in the public schools.  And our kids are responding. We are number one in the nation in student achievement for each of the last five years.  We rank in the top five internationally in math and science.  We have at the same time had a persistent achievement gap.  And stuck in that gap are poor kids, kids who speak English as a second language, kids with special needs.  And we moved, two years ago now, an Achievement Gap bill to give some flexibility to local schools, to try to bring a level of innovation into the classroom and to reach the kids that are being left behind.  So education, first and foremost.  
Innovation.  Because there are a handful of industries that  depend on a concentration of brainpower, well educated workforce, things like life sciences or biotech, IT, financial services, frankly, is more and more an IT industry.  Clean tech is another.  Desh has been central to this here in Massachusetts as he has in other places, but Desh is really central to the innovation, entrepreneurial culture here in the Commonwealth.  And because we are making more of the things we invent, precision manufacturing is coming back, here in the Commonwealth as well.  
So education first, innovation and the infrastructure.  Now infrastructure is the unglamorous work of government, but it supports everything else.  Roads, rails, bridge projects.  Broadband expansion.  Public and affordable housing.  Public colleges and universities.  I think of health care, frankly, as a part of our infrastructure.  Maybe in the Q & A we can talk about that.  I know there’s some leadership here from Kaiser, and I’d love to engage, either on or off the record.  

But all that emphasis and that reinvestment that we’re doing creates jobs right now but also is a platform for economic development now and into the future.  
And we’re getting results.  We’re growing jobs faster than 44 other states.  Our unemployment rate is well below the national average, it’s still too high for anybody’s taste but it is below the national average.  And we’re making an announcement today that it is continuing to trend down. We have moved up from I think we were in the 30s or 40s on the CNBC poll for best places to do business before I came to office.  We are sixth today.  I don’t like saying sixth, it’s hard to say.  First is easier to say.  So that’s where we are going.  I’m glad for the progress we’re making.

Meanwhile, our budgets have been consistently responsible, balanced, and on time, which is not something many other states can say today.  And our bond rating, because of that intentional and successful fiscal management, has not just remained stable but gotten stronger.  We are one of only three states with a positive fiscal outlook.  
So that is our strategy.  Those are the results we are getting.  But we have so much more to do.  But there are wonderful indicators and reasons to be positive.  I went out to a company yesterday that has been growing by double digits every year for the last five years, through this terrible downturn.  The clean tech sector, for example, solar has seen a 60% increase in employment.  I think you guys are going gangbusters with clean tech.  

There are opportunities here, both to get our own house in order from a fiscal and management point of view, but also to invest in our future.  And that’s the last point I’m going to make.  As a philosophical matter.  I believe in generational responsibility.  It’s an old fashioned idea, something that every one of us was taught by our grandparents.  And that is that we’re supposed to do what we can in our time to leave things better for those who come behind us.  And this notion that all we can do in times of stress is to kind of hunker down and wait for things to turn around, is just not something that I can believe acceptable. 

I grew up, as John said, or alluded to, on the South Side of Chicago.  Most of that time on welfare.  And one of the things I learned there was the way you get out of a hole is to come up with a plan and start moving.  You’re not going to be able to move out of that hole by just sitting there.  Cutting programs and bragging about how our budget is balanced.  That does not make for a stronger and more inclusive spread of opportunity.  We have to invest.  So the cuts we have made have been to enable us to invest in the things that make a difference in the future.  And fortunately we’re getting some of those results right now.  

So I’m delighted that you’re all here and I’m looking forward to learning from you, great ideas that can work here in Massachusetts.  And I hope, as you have a chance to meet with your counterparts around the Commonwealth, we can share some lessons as well.  Welcome. 
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