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Hello, I’m Governor Patrick.  And I warmly welcome you to Massachusetts. 
Here in the Commonwealth, I often speak about how investments in infrastructure, innovation and education are paying off for Massachusetts.  As we look ahead, I want to talk about “why.”  Why make these investments?  Why does it matter?

For me, it’s all about opportunity.  Opportunity is not just what drives so many of you in this room.  Opportunity is a driving principle for this country.

Opportunity is what makes all our other civic ideals possible.  But opportunity is not inevitable; it doesn’t just happen.  Each generation of Americans has had to strive and to sacrifice to make opportunity real.  
I am persuaded that opportunity also requires growth.  An expanding economy needs well-prepared and competitive talent.  It needs inventors and investors and innovators.  Opportunity through economic growth lifts us all.
Having spent most of my professional life in the private sector, I understand that business creates jobs, not government, and that growth requires investment.  And to support business growth – and the opportunity that depends on it – government must invest alongside business.
So, in Massachusetts, for the past 7 years, we have pursued a growth strategy predicated on investment in education, innovation and infrastructure.
We invest in education because, with nearly 300 universities and research institutions within a short ride of where you’re sitting, education is our calling card to the world.  We invest in innovation because there are a handful of high growth industries that depend on the kind of concentration of brainpower we have.  And we invest in infrastructure – the unglamorous work of government – because it supports everything else.  
For this Commonwealth and this country to succeed, opportunity has to be accessible to all our residents, not just the favored few.  And opportunity requires action.  That means that to be true to our ideals we must make public investments with the lack of opportunity of the left out and left back in mind.  We who benefit first from economic growth need to care about those who benefit last, or not at all.
So as you work together throughout this conference, I challenge you to not only think about the “how,” but also about the “why” – and join us as we work together to build a better future. 


Have a great conference.  
PAGE  
5

