MEMORANDUM

FROM: Stephanie Cooper
DATE: January 5, 2015

RE: Patrick Administration Land Conservation Accomplishments
Since taking office, the Patrick Administration has made a historic investment of more than $390 million in land conservation which has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of land and the construction of over 200 new parks.  This investment has focused on advancing three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. During this administration, the amount of protected open space has increased to over 1.25 million acres and for the first time exceeded the amount of developed land in the Commonwealth.  

An independent study found that for every $1 invested in land conservation in Massachusetts, $4 worth in economic benefits is returned to the state based on the value of the natural goods and services the land provides.  Land protection is critical for both economic and environmental reasons, in order to perpetuate the quality of life that draws people and employers to Massachusetts, to buffer the effects of climate change, and to respond to the significant unmet demand from landowners and communities across the state.

Over the past eight years, 127,392 acres of land was permanently conserved, the equivalent of 199 square miles.  One in every ten of the 1,283,600 acres of permanently protected open space in the Commonwealth has been protected during the Patrick Administration.  The Administration’s strong funding support made this possible, with over $390 million in capital investment over the past eight years, an average of $48 million per year.   This investment spurred collaboration among state and federal agencies, municipalities, land trusts and other non-profit organizations, community volunteers, and generous landowners who worked together to protect open space and build parks.  The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) offers a variety of grant programs to municipalities and non-profit organizations that support land and park projects.  In addition, EEA’s agencies, the departments of agricultural resources, conservation and recreation, and fish and game have land protection programs that have been a major part of the land and park success of the past eight years.
Urban parks have been an important part of the Administration’s land conservation program and the Patrick Administration has created or renovated over 210 new parks in cities across the Commonwealth.  The focus of much of the new park construction has been in environmental justice areas, which are neighborhoods with higher percentages of minority, low income or non-English speaking residents.  Of the 2.2 million residents who live in environmental justice neighborhoods, 37 percent live within a ten-minute walk of a new park or conservation area.  
As part of the Administration’s focus on improving life in the 26 Gateway Cities, EEA created the Gateway City Parks Program in 2009 to assist these communities in expanding park and open space opportunities. In addition to construction, the grants have supported site assessment and cleanup, surveying, engineering and other services for future park creation or renovation.  Priority is given to parks projects that are ineligible for other funding sources; address critical park infrastructure needs; have strong support from city leaders; engage partners in park financing, programming and stewardship; support broader urban revitalization efforts; or are accessible to environmental justice neighborhoods.

To date, the Gateway City Parks program has invested over $35 million for park creation and revitalization projects across the Commonwealth.  EEA is investing an additional $21 million in new dedicated funding to Gateway Cities through the Governor’s Signature Urban Parks initiative which is advancing park projects in seven cities that buttress economic development efforts while meeting open space goals.  Between these two programs, EEA has invested over $56 million towards park and open space projects in the Gateway Cities.  

The parks and open space protected over the past eight years are within a ten-minute walk (1/2 mile) of 1.7 million Massachusetts residents – 26 percent of the state’s population.  That is particularly significant because a recent statewide survey in Massachusetts found that eight out of ten people walk, jog or run outside several times per week, and that they prefer recreate close to home.  The survey also found that 58 percent of minority residents expect their outdoor recreation to increase in the next five years, which is a much higher percentage than other residents.  

Protecting drinking water, habitat for plants and animals, and other natural resources have been key focus areas for land protection under the Patrick Administration.  Over the past eight years, 8,769 acres of land (14 square miles) that surround and drain into public drinking water wells and 21,880 acres (34 square miles) that surround and drain directly into public surface reservoirs.  In terms of habitat, over 81,000 acres of the highest rated habitats in the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species program’s BioMap 2 habitat analysis were permanently conserved by state, municipal and land trust partners.  This represents 64 percent of all land conserved during this period, which is significant.  While the BioMap 2 looks at important habitats across the state, EEA also designated as habitat reserves ten large forested landscapes that are the most outstanding large habitat areas in the state.  All together these ten areas include 700 square miles in places like Mt. Greylock State Reservation, Myles Standish Forest and Douglas State Forest.  Over the past eight years of the Patrick Administration, 23,805 acres within the habitat reserves were permanently protected. 
Protecting land for farming and forestry has been another success of the Patrick Administration’s land protection program.  Agricultural Preservation Restrictions (APR) have been purchased on 11,361 acres of farms by the Department of Agriculture (DAR) and its partners, supporting nearly 200 jobs.  DAR also offers farm viability grants to dozens of farmers to help them with marketing, equipment and other assistance to expand farm operations in exchange for a ten-year covenant to assure the farm stays in farming.  Under Governor Patrick, this program has assisted 135 farms that include 12,683 acres and provide 591 jobs. During the Administration, over 104,000 acres of forest were permanently protected by acquisitions for new state forests or wildlife areas or through easements on private forest land known as conservation restrictions.  

In 2009, the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) launched the Working Forest Initiative, which provides a range of assistance to forest landowners.  Since then, ten-year sustainable forest management agreements have been completed with 1,647 private landowners and133 town forests in 69 cities and towns.  These agreements include an inventory of the forest by a private professional forester who works with the landowner to develop goals for their forest entailing wildlife, forest health, trails, and forest products.  Of the 124,000 acres of forest with 10-year agreements, about 66,000 acres are in BioMap 2 focus habitat areas, 13,000 acres are in the 10 Habitat Reserves and 18,000 acres drain directly to public drinking water reservoirs or wells.  

A study of landowners in this program found that more than two and a half times as many implemented forestry operations to implement the plans compared to the owners not in the program.  A recent study of managed woodlands in New England found that for every 1,000 acres of forest, eight forestry jobs are created for foresters, harvesters and mill workers.  Thus, the124,000 acres in this program support nearly 1,000 jobs so the Working Forest Initiative is an important part of the rural economy.
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