DRAFT
Governor Deval L. Patrick
Mass Military Heroes Fund Memorial Day Ceremony
Boston Common
Thursday, May 23, 2013 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Good morning.  Thank you, Steve, for the warm introduction and for your leadership at the Massachusetts Military Heroes Fund.  

Thank you all for coming today to pay tribute to the fallen heroes of the United States military.  Today, we pause to express our gratitude for the freedom for which they sacrificed.   
A warm and special welcome to all of our servicemen and women who are with us here today and a special acknowledgement to all of those that can’t be here with us.  

To all the families here today, we welcome you and acknowledge the extraordinary example of sacrifice and citizenship that you show. 

To the thousands of Massachusetts’ military personnel currently protecting our interests abroad, I want to express our gratitude, our pride and our enduring support.


This weekend, let every flag that is raised unfurl in honor of the brave service men and women who have given their lives in honor of this country.  May we never forget their sacrifice and never fail to honor their memory.  

It is fitting today to pay special tribute to Officer Sean Collier, as well as the law enforcement and first responders who sacrificed so much during the horrific tragedy here in Boston last month to help one another and save lives.  Their bravery, supreme professionalism and strength has been on display for the entire world, and most of all for each other.  
The shining remnant in the aftermath of that tragedy was the re-emergence of a strong sense of community.  The notion of common stake and common cause.

As Memorial Day weekend approaches, amidst the days at the beach and the BBQ’s, I hope we are able to hold on to that.  I am convinced that there isn’t a single challenge that we face in this state or in this country that can’t be surmounted by a renewed sense that we have a stake in each other’s dreams and struggles as well as our own.

Thank you and God bless. 
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