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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Systemic lupus erythematosus is a chronic autoimmune disease that attacks the  body’s vital organs, including the kidneys, lungs, heart, and brain, and affects 1.5 million Americans every day; and

W

hereas Systemic lupus erythematosus can develop in anyone, but is especially prevalent in women between the ages eighteen and twenty-four; and
W

hereas while there is no cure for systemic lupus erythematosus, early diagnosis and treatment can considerably control the disease; and
W

hereas the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to increase awareness in order to curb the effects of this devastating disease among all its Massachusetts citizens; and
W

hereas many individuals and groups, including Jarrett Barrios and the Lupus Foundation of New England, are dedicated to raising awareness of and finding treatments for lupus,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 2008,  to be

Lupus Awareness Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-eighth day of May, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth       
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
