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· Massachusetts itself has a long and proud history, and has been the home of many of the most significant advances in race relations in this nation.
· It is the home of John Quincy Adams who was repeatedly threatened with censure in the Congress for advocating an end to slavery.  He eventually helped secure the freedom of the Amistad captives in 1841.

· During the days of the Underground Railroad, slaves seeking freedom found temporary refuge on their journey in Boston, New Bedford, Andover, Concord, Worcester, Newton, and Milton, where Diane and I now live.

· And throughout the 19th century, this state was a beachhead for the abolitionist movement in the North.  
· This city and that building were welcome places for Frederick Douglass, William Cooper Nell the first Black historian, Charles Lenox Remond, said to be first public speaker on abolition, John Greenleaf Whittier the abolitionist and Quaker poet, and in later years, Martin Luther King Jr.
· For the last 200 years, the Meeting House has some of the most fiery and inspiring oratory from the likes of Frederick Douglas and William Lloyd Garrison publisher of The Liberator, and the man who founded the New England Anti-Slavery Society there in 1832.  I was honored to do a little speaking there myself recently.
· The African Meeting House was not just a safe, welcome place, but a home to progress.  I think it is safe to say that America would not be what it is today without that building and the ideas it nurtured, the people it sheltered, and the freedom it helped give voice to.
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