By His Excellency

DEVAL L. PATRICK

GOVERNOR

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. ___

PROVIDING COORDINATED EMERGENCY INTERVENTION 

FOR YOUTH-AT-RISK 

WHEREAS, young people in Massachusetts are dying as a result of gun-related and other violence at an alarming rate and communities across the Commonwealth are faced with senseless acts of violence and the loss of life;  


WHEREAS, these acts of violence cause widespread trauma, fear and stress in our families, communities and schools; 


WHEREAS, there were 171 homicides in the Commonwealth in 2009 and 74 of those victims were under age 24, and there were 110 homicides in the Commonwealth in 2010 and 44 of those victims were under the age of 24;

WHEREAS, senseless violence in the Commonwealth is not only a public safety concern, but a public health concern which is treatable and preventable; 


WHEREAS, the Commonwealth is committed to addressing youth violence by utilizing a public health approach method: providing a full continuum of services including trauma informed case management, intensive supervision, employment, education and health care; 


 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution, Part 2, c. 2, § I, Art. I, hereby order as follows:

Section 1.
This Executive Order shall apply to all state agencies in the Executive Branch.  As used in this Order, “state agencies” shall include all executive offices, boards, commissions, agencies, departments, divisions, councils, bureaus, and offices, now existing and hereafter established.

Section 2.
It shall be the policy of the Executive Branch to coordinate efforts to prevent youth violence by focusing its coordinated intervention efforts on young persons who have a history of violence or are identified as being the highest risk for engaging in violence and connecting those most at risk with services that offer them a way out and a way to build lives as productive citizens in the Commonwealth.
Section 3.
 Led jointly by the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS) and the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS), the Executive Branch shall administer a coordinated emergency intervention program (“the Program”) to prevent youth violence using public health methods to achieve public safety.
Section 4.  
The Program shall focus on young men ages fourteen to twenty-four identified as the highest risk of being perpetrators or victims of gun or stabbing violence.

Section 5. 
The Program shall initially be deployed in communities with the highest number of youth homicides and serious assaults allowing the flexibility necessary to meet different challenges in different communities.  Each designated community shall customize the program with the overarching goal of providing opportunities, access to jobs, health care and educational opportunities for the high-risk population.

Section 6. 
The Program shall provide unprecedented coordination and state support for community specific action plans to reduce violence.  State officials will work with mayors, district attorneys, police chiefs, local officials and community organizations to implement community action plans, oversee grant funding and manage program execution.  
Section 7.
This Executive Order shall take effect immediately and shall continue in effect until amended, superseded, or revoked by subsequent Executive Order. 

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston this ______ day of May in the year of our Lord two thousand and eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America two hundred and thirty-five. 

___________________________

DEVAL L. PATRICK

GOVERNOR

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

___________________________
William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

GOD SAVE THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

PAGE  
3

