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· Chairman Carleton and Members of the Board of Trustees, 
· Faculty, administration, students and Graduates,
· Distinguished guests, and
· most importantly, Madame President.
· I can’t think of any place I would rather be this morning than with you on this very special occasion.  Because today we celebrate the wisdom of Bentley College.  
· Distinguished lawyer, businesswoman and civic leader, Gloria Larson has advised three governors, overseen consumer protection at the Federal Trade Commission, served on boards who purview ranges from the Arts to Health to Poverty and Commerce.  She moves easily from issue to issue, without losing focus or purpose, because she understands both intellectually and intuitively the interconnectedness of it all.
· She joins compassion, pragmatism and a palpable love of life to her intelligence, making for an enviable and unusual blend.  Bentley is wise indeed to have placed her at the helm.
· In our Commonwealth and our country, we are face today unprecedented challenges.  Graduates are entering into a global economy – an economy where capital no longer recognizes borders while labor in many respects still does.  The skills and talents of our graduates today will be measured against those of graduates in Shanghai and Bangalore, not just in Raleigh and San Jose.  

· China has plans to build a university the scale and capacity of UCLA every year for the next ten years.  Both China and India are turning out qualified engineers at extraordinary rates, building and securing the foundations for economic and educational competitiveness for generations.
· I am quite confident of our ability to meet these challenges because I have confidence in our people.  We have an ambitious vision for education in the Commonwealth, one that readies children in every community to engage productively and creatively in the world and times ahead.

· But our ambition is not just to adjust to this fundamental change, but to lead it.  Our colleges and universities, public and private, must continue to be engines of economic growth and social justice.  They must continue to drive innovation in medicine, technology and the arts.  And they must continue to cultivate the highly-skilled talent that – as leaders from both here and overseas constantly confirm – is our calling card around the world.
· President Larson’s leadership, at Bentley and in the Academy at large, could not come at a better or more vital time.  I value your friendship and look forward to your continuing partnership.  
Congratulations.  
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