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Good morning.  Thank you all for coming.  I especially want to thank Congressman Delahunt for his leadership and for delivering for this district and the Commonwealth as a whole.  The federal recovery plan is crucial for our economic future, and I am grateful for the work you and your colleagues in Washington have done for the people of Massachusetts.


In total, we have $437.9 million to spend on highway projects across the state.  This $8.1 million in federal funds for the Quincy Center Concourse is an important piece of the puzzle -- and one the people of Quincy have been clamoring for since the 1970s.  Well, it’s about time.    

First and foremost, this project will put people back to work, the single most important step in our economic recovery.  Soon, workers will be reconstructing and realigning 1,900 feet of roadway.  Every hour spent installing new traffic signals, building sidewalks and improving corner geometries moves us one step closer to a true economic recovery.  And those hours create other paychecks down the line, a viral jolt of economic activity worth celebrating.  Keep in mind that, even though sometimes the numbers can seem like abstractions, behind the jargon and the acronyms these funds are putting our neighbors back to work.  They are restoring people’s pride and alleviating the anxiety of unemployment and economic uncertainty for thousands of families across Massachusetts.  The real story, as always, is about the people these projects help.


In addition to the jobs this project creates, it is also an important infrastructure improvement for this community.  There are better tomorrows on the horizon for Quincy, and these investments will open new doors of opportunity to businesses and residents in the city.  By connecting the east and west sections of downtown via the Paul Harold Bridge, we will finally realize a decades-old dream.  It will generate new economic growth on both sides of the rail corridor and bring a new cohesion to the city.  The roadway and sidewalk construction will be a critical new link in the downtown area, a long-term benefit for the people of Quincy.  


Together, these short-term and long-term investments dovetail and lay a foundation for future economic growth.  And that is our work on the road ahead.  Until we bring renewed opportunity into every corner of the Commonwealth, we must continue to press forward and lift each other up as members of a community.  I look forward to working with the Congressman, members of the Legislature and town officials on that.  Thank you for coming.
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