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· The Department of Social Services, soon to be known as the Department of Children and Families, handles thousands of cases every year arising out of some of the toughest circumstances imaginable; and thanks to them those cases have thousands of happy endings.  
· Sometimes that is not the case.
· Whenever a child is harmed while in the Commonwealth’s custody, it is a tragedy -- felt by caseworkers, by supervisors, by leadership and by the Commonwealth as a whole.
· This bill gives us important tools to help us do a better job by all our kids.
· It represents the most significant step forward in child welfare policy in many, many years.
· The bill institutionalizes our creation just a few months ago of the Office of Child Advocate and establishes a child advocate advisory board.  These measures empower an independent authority to review and investigate critical incidents and report to me directly on what we can learn to avoid such tragedies.
· The bill creates a grandparents’ commission to address the fastest growing group of caretakers.
· The bill expands the tuition payment program to remove financial barriers that put a college education out of reach for too many of the kids in our foster care and adoption system, giving them a better chance to break out of harmful cycles.  
· And the bill adds important requirements for mandatory reports so that we can anticipate where abuse and neglect patterns occur.
· Speaker DiMasi for acting in response to the needs of our agencies and the children and families they serve;
· Senate President Murray
· Conferees
· Thank you to all the advocates who made this possible.  I’m proud to be here with all of you to sign this bill into law.  

· In all that we undertake, we recognize the fundamental, shared obligation we have to protect and steward the lives of our young people.  We recognize that as public officials and lawmakers, but also as parents and grandparents.  As brothers, sisters, uncles and aunts.  And we recognize that as members of communities, where the well-being and success of each young person is an investment in the well-being and success of all of us. 

· Thank you very much.  
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