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Good afternoon and thank you for being here.  We are here today to highlight another important investment in our infrastructure.  This $40 million project is creating new jobs, improving our transportation network and making travel easier and safer for the residents and visitors to this beautiful region of our Commonwealth.  
Our Massachusetts Works initiative is a series of investments totaling over $4 billion that will put nearly 20,000 people to work across the Commonwealth this construction season.  We are focused on projects in transportation, clean energy, the environment, education, life sciences, health care, public safety and information technology that put people to work today and build a better tomorrow for all of us.  This construction season alone, MassDOT road and bridge projects will support more than 10,000 jobs on 385 separate projects across the Commonwealth, investing more than $1.085 billion in road and bridge projects in Fiscal Year 2010.  In the last two years, through our Accelerated Bridge Program, federal recovery and other means, we have reduced the number of structurally deficient bridges in the Commonwealth by more than 10%.    


Here in the Pioneer Valley, evidence of these investments is everywhere.  All along Route 2 in Orange and Athol.  The Prospect Street Bridge in Montague.  Fiber optic cable along I-91.  The new regional transit center in Greenfield.    

This is how we recover as a community and as a Commonwealth.  I want especially to thank Congressman John Olver for his leadership and vision for the people of the 1st Congressional District and Massachusetts as a whole.  He was instrumental in jumpstarting this project among many other initiatives, and I am grateful for his work and proud to call him a friend.  

Thank you again for being here.    
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