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Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick. 

I want to apologize that I can’t be with you all tonight,  but on behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,  I want to welcome you all to tonight’s 3rd Annual Project G.E.M. dinner.  A special welcome to Senator Shaheen,  my friend and an exemplary leader.  You are all lucky to have her join this occasion sponsored by Project G.E.M. 

Throughout history and in every culture,  education is the key to ending the cycle of poverty,  expanding opportunity and increasing civic participation within communities.  In partnership with Oxfam America,  Project G.E.M. has empowered underserved and underprivileged girls in developing countries by providing them access to a quality education.  And providing that access creates a pathway for girls to reach their highest potential.

I understand the power of education on a very personal level.  I grew up in poverty with grandparents who were educated only as far as the third grade and a mother who had dropped out of high school.  My big break came through a scholarship to Milton Academy when I was 14.  While no one ever told me college was not for me,  in my neighborhood college was a normal expectation. 

I applied to five colleges back then.  When the letter arrived saying I was admitted to the one I really wanted,  I called home with the news and my grandmother answered the phone.  I’ll never forget it. 

“Gram,”  I said.  “I’m going to college.  I’m going to Harvard.”  She started yelling and screaming,  so excited and so proud,  and then she paused and she asked,  “Now, where is that anyway?”

I was totally deflated.  But gradually I came to realize that it was not the prestige my grandmother was excited about.  It was the opportunity.  What mattered was the chance.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Through the work of Project G.E.M. and Oxfam America,  you provide that chance to many girls and women across the globe.  I am proud of you and grateful for your outstanding contributions to making the world better.

Have a great evening. 









 



