Governor Deval Patrick

7th Annual Martin Luther King Family Services Celebration

Springfield

January 17, 2011

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


Good morning and thank you for inviting me. This is an important occasion today. We are gathered to reflect upon the life and the message of a man whose accomplishment was nothing less than to change America. In times like these, the message of Dr. King rings truer than ever and his words still resonate as clearly as they did four decades ago in our Nation’s capitol, on the streets of Selma, and in houses of worship across this country. 


I once had the opportunity to hear Dr. King speak.  He was addressing a crowd at a park on the South Side of Chicago where I grew up, and my mother took my sister and me to hear him.  I think I was about six or seven years old, and to tell you the truth, I can’t remember a single word he said.

But I do remember what it felt like.  I do remember the deep solemnity of the occasion. I remember the sense that something important was happening. I remember how at that moment I felt connected to all those other people in that park - - people like me of limited means, but limitless hope. I remember feeling the power of that hope - - how it gave shape and purpose to the lives we were all trying to lead.

Dr. King taught us that the source of this purpose, the anchor of our shared bonds, was in service - - in service to one another. He shared with us the real, transformative power of service.  As he put it: “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: ‘What are you doing for others?’”  We all need to think hard about the answer to this question. 


I feel blessed to be able to keep serving you in this job. I get to help people every single day, in every way I can. But my effort can never be great enough to fully address the challenges that we face. The challenges are bigger than me. I need your help. I need each of you to do what you can, in your own community, to answer Dr. King’s question and harness the power of service. 

As many of you know, I believe in generational responsibility: that it’s up to each of us, in our time, to do our part to build a better, stronger Commonwealth for tomorrow. It’s an old idea that we’ve learned from parents or grandparents. But it’s a powerful one. Each of us owes a debt to our children’s generation – and their children’s generation – that can only be paid by assuming responsibility for our own communities and working, with optimism and effort, to make them better.

I’m going to do my part. The work of this second term looms before us. That means jobs to create, schools to strengthen, health care costs to reduce, and urban violence to end.  We have worked hard to make progress on these and many other issues, but we cannot be satisfied.  There is so much more to do. 

In one of his last sermons, Dr. King once famously proclaimed that the “arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” What a beautiful image. What a beautiful rendering of our collective commitment to a better, more just and equitable world. Scripture tells us this is so, and we know it in our hearts. 

But Dr. King knew that this vision was not inevitable – we have to work for it. And while the universe’s moral arc may be long, the time we have can be bitterly short. So we have to bend this arc ourselves. This is Dr. King’s challenge to each of us. 


In these times, the words of Dr. King challenge us to turn to each other, not on each other. They challenge us to demand more of public leaders than rhetoric that divides us. And they challenge each of us to consider how Dr. King’s legacy is intimately connected with what we do everyday, as citizens of this great state. 


This is the work before us. But I see a Commonwealth in which these challenges are met because each of us bears our generational responsibility to one another. I see a Commonwealth where we have joined together to find solutions the pressing issues of our time. Let’s make it happen. Let’s make this is a Commonwealth that Dr. King would be proud of. Thank you. 
