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You will be introduced by Anita Walker, Director of Massachusetts Cultural Council.
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These organizations allow us all to become citizens of the world.
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Good afternoon.  Thank you, Anita, for the warm introduction and thank you for your leadership of the Massachusetts Cultural Council.  
I’d also like to recognize Marty Jones for her leadership of MassDevelopment.  

Thank you to Tower Hill Botanic Garden for hosting us here today.

I am thrilled to be here this afternoon to celebrate my Administration’s commitment and continued investment in the arts, humanities, and sciences.

Here in the Commonwealth, we are fortunate to have a multitude of world class cultural institutions.  Science and art museums, parks and gallery spaces, music venues and historical archives, we have it all.  Our nonprofit cultural organizations have a $4 billion annual impact on our state economy and are a key factor in our state’s economic recovery.   
Today we announce $7.4 million in grants from the Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund to support vital building projects for nonprofit arts, heritage, and science organizations across the Commonwealth.  These grants will create new jobs in arts, culture, and tourism -- three pillars of our state’s creative economy.  Our investments will support our cultural organizations and allow them to serve the public with quality programs that will enrich our communities for generations to come.


 When I was growing up on the South Side of Chicago in the 50’s and 60’s, we didn’t have access to the world class cultural institutions that we have here across the Commonwealth.  We were poor, or broke as my grandmother used to say, and struggling to ends meet.  But I had this extraordinary sixth grade teacher who made it her mission to make us look outside our broken homes and neighborhoods and see the world that lay beyond.  She taught us to count and say greetings in German because her son was living there.  She took us to the first opera any of us had ever seen.  I had no idea what they were singing about, I still don't know what they're singing about, but I loved it then and I love it now.  I realized for the first time that I could be a citizen of the world.


To all the organizations represented here today, thank you for sharing your knowledge, your resources and your spirit with people across the Commonwealth and the world.  We support you and wish you continued success.  Congratulations.

Thank you. 
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