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Thank you, Kathy Cassavant, for your kind introduction. Thank you all for the warm welcome. I am glad to be here and am very sorry for the loss that prevents Bobby Haynes, my friend and your leader, from being here today as well. For those I haven’t met, I grew up on the South Side of Chicago, the rough side of town. I lived there with my mother and sister and grandparents in a two-bedroom tenement. We spent time on welfare, until my mother got a job at the Post Office (and joined a postal-workers local). I went to typical urban public schools—deeply segregated, under-resourced, and sometimes violent. 

But we had a strong sense of community because it was a time when every child was under the jurisdiction of every adult on the block. 

When I came to Massachusetts, I was 14 years old, and I had a scholarship through a foundation in Boston called “A Better Chance” to go to Milton Academy. It was a different world. But it was a chance. 

I was the first in my family to go to college. I remember when I got the letter that I was admitted to the school I really wanted to go to. I called home and got my grandmother on the phone. I told her, “Gram, I’m going to college next year, I’m going to Harvard.” She carried on, was so excited; then she paused for a minute and asked, “Where is that anyway?” 

At first, I was embarrassed about that. Eventually, I realized that she understood something I didn’t. It wasn’t the prestige she was excited about. It was the opportunity. That’s what mattered. And that’s what I want to talk about today. 

I tell my story not because I am running on my resume, but because that story is your story. It’s your kid’s or your neighbor’s story. And it is repeated over and over and over again in our society, more often than in any other nation on earth. That story is the American Dream. That possibility is what defines us. Unlike any other nation, we are organized not around a single culture or religion, or even a common language, but around civic ideals of opportunity, equality and fair play. For that, at our best, we are the envy of the world. 

Opportunity is the cornerstone of our society. The notion that you can move beyond your station of birth, that with the right preparation you can reach your full potential, is central to the American Dream. 

Government has to play a role in assuring opportunity. It creates the environment in which an economy can grow and expand opportunity. It assures that those opportunities are widely available for the talent that we know exists in every community, by fighting discrimination. It assures that work conditions are fair and safe. My mother got that job at the post office because an adult education program helped her get her GED. I got to college with the help of government loans. All of these are roles government plays in assuring opportunity and the American Dream itself. As your governor, I will defend that role for government. 

That’s why I want to work to build a strong economy. I see Massachusetts as the center of the world in biotech, biomedical and alternative energy. I see a thriving marine science industry on the South coast; expanding agricultural enterprise in western Massachusetts; and tourism increasing across the state, supported by an active marketing program. I see wind farms, and solar energy production, and fuel cell manufacturing, and hybrid auto assembly working here in the Commonwealth. And when we get there, the whole world will be our customer. 

And with these industries come construction jobs and maintenance jobs and service jobs and education-related jobs and jobs in health care all growing and expanding. I want you to see Massachusetts as I do, as what it can be if we manage for today and invest for tomorrow. 

State government can stimulate economic revival by becoming a partner with businesses and workers. As governor, I want to be personally involved in expanding opportunity and business growth. 

Now, I know that’s what Mitt Romney promised when he came from his business career to run for Governor. But he has barely tried. And you can’t sell what you are using as the butt of your joke. Mitt Romney does not believe in Massachusetts. I do. Government has the responsibility to assure workers a fair shake. That includes raising the minimum wage. That means respecting the right to organize. That means investing in workforce development, such as in by the Bosley-Rodrigues bill, which I support. And it means rejecting dumb gimmicks, like the “no new taxes” pledge. I have not taken it, I will not take it, and I am the only candidate who hasn’t. 

Government responsibility to workers also includes enforcing wage and hour laws. When Bill Weld took office in 1988, we worried that he would ignore the prevailing wage law. So, enforcement responsibility was transferred to the Attorney General. And yet, many of you in the building trades tell me that the current rate of enforcement is no better than it has been under the Republicans. That must end. The prevailing wage law is about basic fairness to workers. Government must have as its agenda assuring basic fairness and opportunity. 

And government’s responsibility is to deal with health care not just as a matter of cost and access but as a matter of the common good. Our system is broken, with too many without health insurance and many more afraid of getting seriously sick and then being thrown off your health care plan. It’s a problem for your unions, too. I met one guy who told me that his union writes a check for $1.5 million every year to the uncompensated care pool to subsidize the contractors whose employees have no health insurance. I will announce a health care plan next week that, among other things, puts an end to that. 

We have been led down the wrong path for too long. We have been told we have to choose between environmental stewardship and economic growth, or between corporate worker safety in attracting investment—and these have been false choices all along. We know the answer is not to reject the interests of workers in favor of the interests of investors, or to do the reverse. As John Kerry said, we can’t love the jobs and hate the companies that create them. We never have. The answer has always been to embrace them both, and lead them together to higher ground. 

Education is opportunity itself. And government has to play a more creative role in strengthening public education. I place a high value on education because I know personally what it can do, how it can transform, how it can lift us all up. I was given a better chance for an education right here in Massachusetts, and that is why I am standing here today. That is why, like so many of the people I meet around the state, our commitment to education cannot be limited to words alone. It has to be expressed in action, in giving the classrooms the resources they need, in giving the teachers the support they deserve. In making class sizes smaller, and school days longer. And making after-school programs widely available. We have to continue to increase performance standards in the primary and secondary schools so that students are ready for higher ed opportunities and to deal with the achievement gap. 

We have to get up off the bottom of the heap in spending on public higher education. We rank 47th in the nation. Mississippi spends more than Massachusetts does today to educate its public college and university kids. And that retreat from higher ed comes at the very moment we know it takes a higher degree to get a toehold in the new economy. I propose that we invest in higher ed, and do it in a way that encourages stem cell research—another objective of mine. Here’s how. I propose that we issue state bonds to support stem cell research—just as competitor states do. But we will go a step further. We will invest the proceeds of those bonds in the public universities, not exclusively in private facilities, to start rebuilding the facilities and faculties of public higher education which have suffered so long from official neglect. 

My mother died earlier this year after many years managing lupus. My mother-in-law has Alzheimer’s and diabetes. You can’t watch the suffering of someone you love but whom you are powerless to help without understanding why stem cell research is so important. I don’t have to be convinced that stem cell research is important. 

But this is also important for our economy. Thirty thousand people work in our biotech industry. In recent years, biotech accounted for half the net growth in industrial jobs. And unlike other kinds of industries in Massachusetts where development moves to cheaper locations at the manufacturing stage (like textiles or shoes), development of products and services derived from stem cell research stays right here. 

So, we can accomplish two goals with one bold stroke. We can stimulate a promising new industry, and invest significantly in public universities. That’s the kind of leadership we need in Massachusetts, and the kind I want to bring. 

We know what has to be done in Massachusetts to make education consistently excellent across this state. But we have lost sight of why it is important. It is about expanding opportunities for more people. 

I have tried to touch upon a couple of the ideas I want to work on. Some are set out in my economic plan, and I invite you to consider the whole plan on our website, which is devalpatrick.com. Other plans are coming in the next few weeks – on affordable health care, on education, on transportation. 

Mainly, what I want to convey is an approach. I want to be a governor who gets things done, important things, things central to you and your families’ lives—not because I believe that government can do everything for everyone, or should try to solve every problem. I want to be a different kind of governor because I understand from my experience that government makes the American Dream possible. From my experience as a business leader and as a welfare kid, as a leader in government and as a guy who worked the lathe in a machine shop, as a leader in community work and non-profits and as a young father trying to make ends meet—I understand that some of the best solutions come from an active partnership between government and those sectors. And I am the only candidate who has that range of leadership experience. An active governor working knowledgeably in those partnerships is the only way we are going to move Massachusetts forward. 

Now, let me say a word about politics. Everywhere I go, all over the state, people respond enthusiastically to our message of hope and opportunity. We have nearly 2,000 volunteers so far and thanks to our field staff and many of you, we will be ready when the time comes with precinct captains and a team of coordinators in every one of the 2,157 precincts in the Commonwealth. In 25 years, that’s the only strategy that has worked for a Democratic candidate for governor in Massachusetts and I want you to be part of it. 

Yet there are still those who tell me that even though my politics are their politics, even though they believe I would be a better governor than any other choice out there, they want to wait and see if I am “electable.” Let me be clear: that is the reason the Democratic Party keeps losing statewide elections. We keep choosing how to vote based on how we think somebody else will vote, then we come in behind and try to figure out what the candidate ought to stand for to get elected. And we keep losing—because it is more and more apparent to everybody that Democrats can’t decide what we stand for. 

And while Democrats debate the gamesmanship of getting elected, a clear alternative vision of government has spread. It’s a vision that government is bad, that its purpose should be to serve only the powerful, that the jobs to be done in it are not important enough for anyone competent or even committed and where all of us, but especially the poor, are on our own. That’s the vision of government on display in the Gulf Coast after Katrina. Those people along the Gulf Coast, or out of work in New Bedford and Springfield, or barely making ends meet in Framingham and Waltham and Lawrence—and the rest of us who give a damn about them – those are the ones who have been waiting for Democrats to make up their minds about who we are and what we stand for. 

So I say let’s start with a clear vision this time. Let’s be clear about the rightful place in our state of an active, efficient, pragmatic, compassionate governor, one that cares about the potential of both business and workers, of both development and the environment, about the rich and the poor and the middle class, about evacuees and the folks struggling to make it right here at home every day. Forget about what somebody else calls that vision. Forget whether they call it liberal or moderate or conservative. Forget about whether they call it new Democrat or old Democrat. You just make sure they call it what it is, the best of what we have and the best of who we are. 

So when you get the cynic or the skeptic or the chronically discouraged who says that “their politics are our politics, but . . .”—then you tell them I’m not asking anyone to take a chance on me. I am asking you to take a chance on yourselves, on your own aspirations. I am asking you to take a chance on how strong and how vibrant and how hopeful your community can be, on the best of what you believe and the best of who you are. And if we do that, I promise you we will win and we will deserve to win. Thank you very much. 

