Broadband Event
What:

Offer remarks at a conference on broadband development and access issues.  You will be introduced by Barbara Anthony, Undersecretary, Office of Consumer Affairs and Business Regulation.
Purpose:
To discuss our commitment to expanding broadband in Massachusetts
Audience:

Approximately 150 conference participants including Telecom and cable providers such as Verizon, Comcast, AT&T; State broadband officials from throughout New England; State Public Utility Commissioners and staff from throughout New England; Telecom Attorneys and firms representing Telecoms; FCC representatives; academics interested in broadband issues and economic development 
Message: 

We are committed to broadband expansion as part of our growth strategy here in Massachusetts. 

Governor Deval L. Patrick

Broadband Event
Suffolk University, Boston
Tuesday, November 8, 2011

Good morning all.  Thank you, Barbara, for your warm introduction and for your leadership on behalf of the people of Massachusetts.  Thank you all for inviting me to speak today.  
I’d like to welcome FCC Commissioner Mignon (pronounced Min-Yon) Clyburn to Massachusetts.  I want to commend the FCC for taking on the task of modernizing and reforming the Universal Service Fund and making affordable, reliable broadband service for all Americans a priority.  Closing the persistent gaps in service and bringing this vital infrastructure  to all our citizens is a goal that Massachusetts and the FCC share. 
I’d also like to recognize my friends in the legislature, Senator Ben Downing and Representative Gailanne Cariddi.  Also, thank you to DTC Commissioner Geoffrey Why and Mass Broadband Institute Director Judy Dumont.  Together we have formed an effective partnership to get all our communities in Massachusetts connected.

Connection is a key element of our growth strategy here in the Commonwealth, one that is focused on investing in education, innovation and infrastructure.  And we know that broadband expansion is a specific infrastructure area where smart, targeted investments will bring considerable returns to families and communities across the state.
Thanks to high levels of private investment, a vast majority of homes and businesses in Massachusetts have access to broadband, making us a leader in broadband connectivity.  However, too many communities still lack access.  With the help of our partners in the state legislature, local government, the entire Congressional delegation and the Obama administration, the Lt. Governor and I set out to change that.  
In July 2010 we received a $45.4 million federal stimulus award to construct MassBroadband 123 – an investment that will extend or enhance broadband internet coverage to hundreds of thousands of households, 44,000 business and more than one million residents.  Under the direction of the Mass Broadband Institute, we began installation this summer of over 1,300 miles of fiber optic cable on over 35,000 utility poles across the region.  

The broader economic impact of this project is immense: by investing in our information infrastructure we are supporting the businesses that are already here and paving the way for more to join us.  We are strengthening local public institutions and giving schools, public safety officials and city halls better tools to get more done.  
Our investment will change the lives of the citizens of the town of Goshen, where people who want to access their email or search the web must drive up to the small wireless hotspot by the library and use laptops in their cars.  Children will have access to educational materials at school and at home.  Law enforcement officials will have immediate access to criminal justice information system and medical professionals will have greater access to online databases.  Local municipalities will deliver services more efficiently and businesses will be able to better compete in our 21st century economy.  

Our commitment to broadband expansion is just one piece of our wider strategy for renewing our public infrastructure: creating jobs today and a platform for future growth.  Just as we invest in our physical infrastructure - roads, rails, and bridges - to connect our regions to one another, we invest in our information infrastructure to ensure that our ideas can travel just as efficiently from one corner of the Commonwealth to any part of the world.

These investments are why Massachusetts is growing jobs faster than other states and why we are growing our economy more than twice as fast as the national growth rate.  Our unemployment rate is well below the national average and going down, and we are coming out of recession faster than most of the rest of the country.  
Our growth strategy is producing results.  And I am proud that we are focusing on broadband expansion to ensure that every community, every household and every small business in our Commonwealth is a full participant in that strategy and a partner in achieving those results.  So we will continue to work together through public and private investment and partnership to ensure that Massachusetts leads the nation in broadband connectivity.  
I look forward to our continued partnership.  Thank you. 
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