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Thank you very much. 

Mike, thank you very much for your leadership and for your very warm welcome. And to you and to Robert Perez and Dr. Gilman for the wonderful tour. And I want to acknowledge as well, Susan Wyndham Banister who is here and who leads our Massachusetts Life Sciences Institute, and our colleagues from the legislature: Rep. Kauffman, Rep. Cotuzian, representing others from the legislature who are vital partners in moving the life sciences initiative forward. 
To all of you and to all of my colleagues in government who are here - all the dignitaries - I want to thank you so much for having me out; and it particular, for expanding in Massachusetts. 
We are really, really proud of the work that has gone into creating this wonderful lavender accented facility here in Lexington. And we are just thrilled that you have continued to invest and invest successfully here in the Commonwealth. We thank you for that economic expansion and we thank you for what you are doing to help relieve the suffering of people all over the world. 

I want to thank all of the folks in the Massachusetts Office of Business Development, some of whom are here as well, who have helped to cultivate this strong partnership between state government and this extraordinary company. You are, all of you, very much about what the Life Sciences initiative is for – that 10 year, $1 billion investment that the Commonwealth has made in you and in your industry. It’s important in terms of job creation. It’s important in terms of the ways that you contribute - and we in this extraordinary super cluster in Massachusetts contribute - to the relief of suffering and the saving of lives. 

I met a young man, just going through, named Chris - Where are you Chris? - who has just moved here from San Diego. And he moved here from San Diego in the springtime. And Chris, I just want you to think as the winter comes, that you are in exactly the right place at the right time. And I’m not being funny, although I do want to comfort you because I want you to have your eyes open – you are indicative of the talent we are trying to attract and retain here in Massachusetts. We need more of that talent. 
And I will just take this opportunity to say to each of you in the field, in its various predications, you know people and talent in other parts of the country and the world. Talk to them, because this is where it’s happening. This is where the cures to what today are called incurable ailments and diseases will be discovered. This is where suffering will be relieved and you will make it happen - you and your colleagues throughout this industry. 
So I am thrilled to be here for the sake of commemorating this wonderful new facility, for the sake of encouraging you Mike – and your team – to continue to invest and expand here in Massachusetts, and for the sake of encouraging all of you in this industry to keep moving forward because the world needs what you do. 

Thank you very much for having me.  

