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Good morning, thank you for having me today.  I’m especially glad for the opportunity to publically welcome and congratulate Joe Bonfiglio on his new position.  You were a great partner at Local 151, and I’m excited to work with you in your new capacity.

Now, I’m hoping we can spend most of our time in conversation, and I understand we have some time set aside to do that, right?  But first, I do want to give a quick update on some of the policy and projects we’ve been working on.


As you know, from Day One this administration has been a working families administration: as soon as we took office we put labor’s voice back in the cabinet – where it belongs.  Joanne Goldstein is already doing a fantastic job as Secretary, and George Noel continues to be a force of nature at DOL.  

We signed the Card Check Law, and co-signed – along with 17 fellow governors – a letter imploring Congress to pass the Employee Free Choice Act and protect millions of workers across the nation.


We signed an executive order directing agencies to work with their unions to better protect state employees' safety and health.


We worked with you to defeat Question 2.  
And the Underground Economy Joint Task Force has recouped close to $4 million dollars in lost revenue, and I have asked Secretary Goldstein and Director Noel to continue our great partnership with the Attorney General and DOR to ensure you have a level playing field.
So you know that, when it comes to public policy that promotes the interests of workers and their families, I have your back.  That same commitment has guided our approach generally.  

Now, I don’t have to remind anyone here that we’re living through the worst economy in living memory.  In the case of state government in Massachusetts, we faced $9 billion in budget gaps.  Despite the challenges and tough choices, we delivered three budgets that were responsible, balanced and on time – not something many other states can say.
Independent economists now predict that Massachusetts is recovering faster, sooner and stronger than the rest of the nation.  And for the first time in 20 years, young people and families are moving into Massachusetts instead of moving out.  

People sometimes ask, how come?  Why is Massachusetts weathering the storm better than others?  Well, there are a number of factors at play.


Yes, we are first in the Nation in student achievement for the third year in a row, third in the world in math and science. 

Yes, effective implementation has made us first in the Nation in health care coverage for our residents, with over 97 percent insured.  
Yes, we changed how Beacon Hill does business, tightening pension, ethics and lobbying rules to restore faith in government, reforming our state transportation system, and putting flaggers to work on construction sites.
But in the past year alone, we have also leveraged a combination of state bonding authority and federal stimulus funds to invest in more projects – and jobs – than any administration in decades.   

Road, rail and bridge projects, broadband expansion, public and affordable housing restoration, college campus renovations: there are or will be shovels in the ground in every corner of the Commonwealth.  YOUR shovels.
While we’re here, let’s just clear up a couple of misconceptions about our management of federal stimulus funds.  We have met or beaten every single deadline in the law and are consistently ranked among the top ten states for moving the dollars out the door.  Over 25,000 teachers, firefighters, police officers or construction jobs have been saved or created in Massachusetts because of federal stimulus.  And 20% of those construction jobs are reserved for registered apprentices.
The other misperception out there is that the stimulus bill was just a big blank check payable to me, and to get some of it you just have to get me in a good mood.  In fact, most of it is very highly regulated, with limitations on uses.  So we have used every opportunity to find ways to leverage the funds and create more jobs.    

You may know that our clean and alternative energy initiatives set national standards.  At the rate we are going, we will increase wind power 10-fold and solar power 15-fold by next year, and new efficiency programs are projected to realize $6 billion in savings for consumers and businesses over the next three years.  Now stop and think about that.  We’re going to need a lot of people to help remove old light fixtures and install new ones, or replace old furnaces and air conditioners and repair insulation.
Our goal is to weatherize, insulate, or make energy efficiency improvements to 17,000 low-income households across the state.  To that end, we have trained and certified 38 new energy auditors to get these projects going, and contracted with 30 new weatherization firms.  More than 1,400 homes have already been weatherized, with another 1,500 in progress.  The 5 Pilot Programs you’re engaged in around the state have been a big piece of this success, and your hard work ranked our state among the top 10 in the nation in terms of implementing this program.
  We will continue to monitor that process to ensure that proper rates are paid.
There’s also the State Revolving Fund, which defrays the cost of municipal wastewater systems.  We had $400 million dollars for 71 projects in the cue this year.  Taking advantage of the stimulus money’s green infrastructure provisions, we took a few more weeks and were able to leverage that to $800 million for 120 projects, which means 4,000 new construction jobs by the time the spring season is in full swing.  
In terms of more traditional development, you all know about Assembly Square in Somerville.  Thanks to intelligent use of federal and state money, it is moving forward.  In December, we cleared the next hurdle when the Federal Highway Department signed off on the project’s eligibility.  Assembly Square was just the first example of the power of our I-Cubed program, a first-of-its-kind initiative that connects the dots, leveraging federal, state and private funding to get shovels in the ground and people to work. 

And there’s the film industry, where our tax credit has been enormously successful.  While the recession did force us to impose a temporary cap, some $200 million in film work – and associated jobs – continues.  As for Plymouth Rock Studio, let me be clear: that had nothing to do with the tax credit cap.  We’re going to continue to work with the project leaders to identify possible funding sources, and we remain absolutely committed to building permanent film studios in the Commonwealth, because that’s where the jobs are.
Speaking of where the jobs are, a word about those destination resort casinos.  I said last year and I’ll say again: I’m interested in any proposal that creates thousands of good jobs at good wages.

Taken as a whole with other projects around the state – the Cape Wind project, the Westwood Station Development, Trinity Place and others – you start to get a sense of the unprecedented level of activity and job creation we’re talking about.

It’s that activity – your projects, your jobs – that’s pulling the Commonwealth out of this recession while building a better future.  Everything you’re out there doing is helping us weather the storm, while laying the foundation for the next generation of jobs tomorrow. 

And that’s why, as long as I have anything to say about it, you will always have a voice at the table, a representative in my cabinet, and a friend in the Corner Office.  Thank you so much, I’m happy to take your questions.
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