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Good afternoon and thank you for being here.  I want to especially thank Martin Madaus for his vision and leadership.  Thank you also to all the employees here for your warm welcome and hospitality.  You are doing great things right here in Massachusetts, and we are glad to partner with you.

I came here during my campaign a few years ago and am back here today because this company is a perfect example of what we are trying to build across the Commonwealth.  Millipore has that unique talent to see opportunity where others see obstacles.  First of all, Millipore, as a global leader in life sciences, is giving hope to people suffering from diseases that are just one magical discovery away from being cured.  That alone is a proud pursuit.

But Millipore sees a larger stake in their community, and that’s what we are here to celebrate today.  A year ago, we launched the Governor’s Energy Challenge, and from the beginning, Millipore has been an active and important partner in our effort to reduce harmful emissions and save energy.  More than 100 companies have joined this effort to reduce emissions by 10% over the next three years.  As in so many other areas, Millipore is proving to be a pioneer.

Millipore set a goal of reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 20% between 2006 and 2011, and has already cut its emissions by 14%.  At the Bedford campus, you have cut electricity consumption by 12% in the last year through energy efficiency measures alone.  That is equivalent to 200 homes’ worth of energy.

Worldwide, the company has cut 5M kWh off its usage through energy efficiency measures in one year, saving $700,000.

Today, we herald the latest step towards a clean energy future.  The two solar systems at the Bedford and Billerica facilities will generate 310kW in renewable clean energy.  I congratulate you on your remarkable commitment to our environment and to the innovation economy in our Commonwealth.  This is the type of company that is helping us recover from our economic challenges today while positioning us for growth and success tomorrow.  New medical discoveries, clean energy and job creation is a winning combination for Massachusetts, and I am glad to be here to celebrate with you this afternoon.  Thank you.
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