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Good morning.  Thank you, Tito, for that introduction.  As you may have noticed, Tito is a hard act to follow.  I’m just glad he’s on my side.
Before I say anything else, I want to take a moment to express prayers and heartfelt thoughts for our brothers and sisters in Haiti, and any of you with us this morning who have been impacted by this profound tragedy.  The horror unfolding in Port-au-Prince hits particularly close to home – our Commonwealth houses the third-largest Haitian community in the nation.  We’ve put a list of relief organizations and updates on rescue efforts online, which you can find at Mass (dot) gov (slash) Haiti.  Again, that’s Mass (dot) gov (slash) Haiti. 

And I’ll ask you to join me in a moment of silence and reflection.  [moment of silence]  Thank you.
Now – to begin with, I want to thank Union United and St. Cyprian's for all they do in our communities.  Not only is this your 40th annual King breakfast, not only is this one of the oldest King commemorations in the nation, but the proceeds from this wonderful event go to a host of scholarships and programs.  Thank you for putting this event together and being such a crucial piece of our community here.
And thank you to all of you for taking the time to come together on this special occasion.   It’s always so wonderful to see such diversity at this event -- of race, religion and otherwise.  This year’s King Day, though, feels particularly special.  For starters, we gather for the first King Day celebrated with a black President in the White House.  We also gather at a time of change and uncertainty, with an economy beginning to recover, a national mood bordering on the sour, and an almost unprecedented collection of challenges at home and abroad.
Our gathering today reminds me of a similar crowd that came together under similar circumstances and uncertainty some time ago. 

I’m a little hesitant to tell this story as it gives away my age, but I actually once heard Dr. King speak.  He was addressing a crowd at a park on the South Side of Chicago where I grew up and my mother took my sister and me to hear him.  I think I was about 6 or 7, and candidly, I can’t remember a word he said.   

But I do remember what it felt like.  I remember the deep solemnity of the occasion.  I remember how at that moment I felt connected to all those other people in that park – people like me of limited means but limitless hope.  I remember feeling the power of that hope.  How it gave shape and purpose to the lives we were all trying to lead. 

That’s why we must recognize we’re celebrating not only a man but his message.  Because that message – one of equality, justice, and of service to and for each other – transcends both race and time.

We teach our young people about the forces arrayed against Dr. King and his supporters.  The firehoses and German Shepherds.  The nightsticks and clubs.  Violence.  Hate.  Fear.   

But try to really imagine what it was like: Dr. King’s was an army of peaceful children, no older than many of our own children, and they were singing spirituals and holding hands as they marched toward these horrifying symbols of oppression, were beaten and packed into filthy jail cells.  Can you imagine? 

Yet “We Shall Overcome,” they sang.  And they did.  Against all odds and tools of destruction.   And you might wonder: Where could they have found the strength to keep marching, to overcome? 

Well, what Dr. King knew and what his message told us was that the strength one gets from service is stronger than any firehose, more powerful than any weapon.  Yes, it required some terrible sacrifice.   No, it was not easy.  But it was worthy.  We talk about the meek and the merciful inheriting the earth on Sundays.  That’s how it happens.
And it’s a lesson we must relearn. 
A wounded planet in need of healing doesn’t care what the unemployment rate is.  Second graders in crowded classrooms don’t care about what’s happening on Wall Street.  A single parent looking for work doesn’t care which Republican scolded which Democrat that day.  Our needs demand what is best in each of us, and a willingness to give it generously to others. 
Dr. King was quite clear about who could take part in these ‘Acts of Righteousness.’  He described service as only he could.  “Everybody can serve,” he said.  “You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve. . . . You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.”   

In other words, the means for continuing his mission and making his Dream a reality rests within all of us.  As he put it: “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: ‘What are you doing for others?’” 

Not just today – I’m certain Dr. King wouldn’t think it enough to pause for a day of reflection on Monday and then go right back to doing the same thing the same way on Tuesday.  
Our work is not done.  The quest for equal and excellent education only began on the steps of Central High School.  That jail cell in Birmingham was but one stop on the path to justice.  
When I sign the most significant Education Reform bill in 15 years into law today, it’s only the beginning of the end of achievement gaps.  Our CORI reform bill still awaits action – and when we come together to make sure it passes this Spring, that will only be part of our efforts to reduce recidivism.  When we keep creating good jobs in the life sciences and clean tech, when we put people to work repairing roads and bridges, when we make sure opportunity extends to every corner of this great Commonwealth, we are only taking another step on the path to opportunity.
Speaking of what we’re doing for others: there’s an election tomorrow.  This isn’t political – this is communal.  I’m not asking who you’re voting for, just reminding you to vote, and to make sure your neighbors vote, too.  
This Martin Luther King Day, let’s agree that whatever your politics are, whatever your party is, our community’s needs, our nation’s needs and planet’s needs are too great for delay or distraction.  For if we do, others will take notice.   As Christ said in his Sermon on the Mount: “A city on a hill cannot be hidden.”
Even in the toughest and darkest of times, people still look for a reason to hope, for those who understand the value of service.  That is the opportunity today’s challenges present us.  
In Dr. King’s time, his message of service overcame segregation and firehoses, waves of fear and hate.  Let’s see what it can do in ours.  Thank you.
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