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Good morning.  Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for the warm welcome and for your leadership. 

To the Superintendent and all the faculty and students here at the Linden School.  To the members of the school committee and the city council who are here.  To Secretary Reville and Commissioner Chester.  Senator, thank you for joining as well today.

In every school I’ve ever been in, either to teach a class or to visit, people sit as far away from the teacher as possible and apparently the Linden School is no exception to that.


I want to start by thanking you, Principal Bransfield, for your extraordinary leadership and for the warm welcome that you and the students and faculty and all of your team have given us today.

Education, as I think you all know, is our calling card all around the world.  It’s what Massachusetts is best known for.  Our students lead the nation in overall achievement and the world in math and science.  We have achieved this enviable status because of hard-working students and teachers and leaders, dedicated parents, policy makers at all levels of our system – from school committees, to the various boards of education, to our partners in the Legislature. 

And in spite of all of our successes, maybe because of it, we have to deal with a persistent achievement gap which has been with us for a long time.  And stuck in that gap are poor children, children with special needs, children who speak English as a second language – the children on whose preparation and optimism our future economy and quality of life depends.  Some of what we have done in the past isn’t working well enough right now and won’t work at all in the future.   We need to innovate in order to better educate.

That’s why we enacted the Achievement Gap Act, to support and encourage the imagination and creativity of great teachers, principals, parent groups, and business partners to reach the kids we’re leaving behind.  Being first in the Nation is very, very good.  But being first in the world is where we are headed.  
The Innovation Schools model will help us get there.  These in-district laboratories, enabled by the Achievement Gap Act, use a whole range of creative and inventive strategies, increasing student achievement and reducing achievement gaps, while allowing local community members flexibility in solving their own local challenges – meeting the children where they are.
The levels of enthusiasm and forward-thinking in Innovation Schools across the Commonwealth is impressive.  The Marguerite E. Small Innovation School on Cape Cod has implemented an Enrichment Block to lengthen the students’ academic day.  The Roger Clap Innovation School in Boston has created a springboard program to help prepare students for the start of the next school year.  And students at the Paul Revere Innovation School, our Commonwealth’s first Innovation School, outperformed the state’s average MCAS on six out of seven tests thanks to a renewed focus on improving instruction in literacy and mathematics.  Innovation Schools work.
Today, I am proud to announce that twenty-nine additional schools across our state will receive grants totaling over $280,000 to support their own planning activities toward becoming Innovation Schools.  Nine of these schools are in Gateway Cities, just like Malden, where the need to close the achievement gap is especially pressing.
The Linden School has earned one of these grants and we congratulate you.  You will receive $10,000 to help in your planning for the new S.T.E.A.M. focus - Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Matt – recognizing that all of those subjects connect to each other.  And they are about and we must be about addressing the whole child. 
No one school or government agency can do this alone.  Working together, across the public and private sectors, is how we will close the achievement gap in Massachusetts.  In that spirit, I want to recognize all the partners for joining our efforts: The Broad Institute, Wediko Children’s Services, BayState Reading Institute, Laying the Foundation, local artists like Jodi Colella, and the Partnership for Community Schools in Malden.   And I know I have mentioned only a few of you – we thank all the partners who have come together here at the Linden School. 
A special thanks to the teachers for participating in this undertaking and for your commitment to trying new things, whatever it takes, to reach every child.  I think we don’t thank you enough or loudly enough.  And so much of the discussion nationally around education reform makes it sound like teachers are the problem – you are not the problem.  Poverty is the problem.  And I want to thank you for your dedication, for your sacrifice, for loving the children the way you do and letting that come through in the spirit of how you teach.

I want to thank also the community and parents for supporting this school as it considers bold, innovative changes to better serve our students.
I look forward to what’s in store here at the Linden School and for all the Innovation Schools across the state.  
Congratulations and let me bring forward to you the Secretary of Education, Paul Reville.
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