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Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you all tonight, but I wanted a chance to offer my own congratulations and thanks to Superintendent Johnson for her exceptional service to Boston school children. 

Carol, I hope you take a moment tonight to look around the room and really take in all the people who have come to say thank you. You have had a powerful and positive impact on Boston and our Commonwealth.  Massachusetts is a better place today because of your contributions over the past six years.  

Your dedication to improving educational outcomes for all students is unmatched, and you have set the bar high for us all as we think about the future of our schools.  I have seen first-hand how you and Mayor Menino have thought strategically on how to turn failing schools into shining examples of success.  Orchard Gardens – a school that, as you know, is close to my heart – and others like it have given so many students, teachers, families and policymakers a reason to hope.   Our future is brighter today because of your leadership. 

Carol, you have accomplished what all in public service ought to strive for; you have left behind something better than what you found. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]On a personal note, Diane and I thank you for your kindness and support over the years and wish you nothing but happy days ahead.  God bless you.  Don’t be a stranger. 
 
Enjoy your evening, everyone.  

