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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Health is a public good, an expression of the kind of community we want to live in; and 
W

hereas With every new advancement, the quality of care that patients receive increases, allowing people to live longer, healthier lives; and  
W

hereas In 2010, the Office of Inspector General for Health and Human Services stated that bad hospital care contributed, annually, to the deaths of 180,000. Currently the Journal of Patient Safety estimates these numbers to be between 210,000 and 440,000; and 

W

hereas In 2004  The Commonwealth of Massachusetts established the Betsy Lehman Center for Patient Safety and Medical Errors; whose mission is to serves as a clearinghouse, of best practices for patient safety and medical error reduction; and 

W

hereas It is the goal of the Commonwealth that everyone receive safe, effective, high quality health care provided by qualified professionals, in the appropriate settings, in a timely manner, throughout the continuum of care; and 
W

hereas The Commonwealth established the Division of Health Care Quality to promote, preserve and protect the health of everyone in the Commonwealth and to strive to achieve an optimal health care delivery system that ensures safe, effective, exceptional care for all; and 
W

hereas The Commonwealth recognizes the important role that quality health care plays in the everyday life of residents across Massachusetts, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 19th – 24th, 2014, to be, 
Health Care Quality Awareness Week 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this seventh day of October, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
