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I want to thank you all for coming and asking me to be with you.  I am proud to welcome all of you to the state house and to join you in this unveiling.  This is a well-deserved – and long-overdue – honor for our firefighters all across Massachusetts.

Every year on this day we are called to remember, among the losses of September 11th, the many brave firefighters who gave their lives rushing into burning buildings to bring others to safety.  And we recognize that heroism as a measure of what it means to be a firefighter.
Again just weeks ago we were tragically reminded of the risks faced each and every day in the line of duty, with the loss of Paul Cahill and Warren Payne of Engine 30 and Ladder 25, and the injuries of the others by their sides.  That was a loss that hurt and shocked all of us.  We continue to send our prayers to their families, their communities, and those who worked beside them. 
For the many lives that have been given in service, as well as the many that have been saved in courage, we owe all of our firefighters a debt of gratitude. This memorial is a small token of our appreciation, and a constant reminder of their daily heroism – from events we read about on the front page to their efforts to educate people and prevent fires. 

Because our firefighters are also mothers and fathers, wives, husbands, brothers and sisters, we make this tribute today not just to the brave men and women who serve us, but to their families as well, who face the risks and challenges, and deserve our appreciation as well. 
And we not only honor the sacrifices of those lost in the line of duty, but the many years of service from our retired firefighters, the 17,000 active firefighters working in Massachusetts today, and the many that will follow them.
I am proud to be a part of this, the first statewide monument to their bravery.  Thank you very much.  
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