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· Congratulations…I want to commend all of our legislators and officials here in the State House who have been such strong advocates for this Commission and this community.  I especially want to that Treasurer Timothy Cahill for all of his strong support, and his work that was instrumental in the recognition of the importance of this group.  And I want to thank every one of the leaders and volunteers and active members of the Asian- and Pacific Islander-American community that worked to make this Commission a reality. 

· I know that many of you have been working for a long time to bring this commission to life.  I applaud your dedication you have put into raising the level of access for a vibrant part of our statewide community, for giving a renewed voice to our Asian-American communities throughout the state, and helping our democracy here in the Commonwealth.

· The Asian-American community is the fastest growing ethnic group in the Commonwealth, and today make up over 300,000 people in diverse communities all across the Commonwealth.  Unfortunately, your representation in these hallways and throughout your state government has not kept up.  163 gubernatorial appointments and only 1 of Asian American descent; only 12 local elected officials are Asian-American; and not one Asian-American has held elected office on the state level.  

· In too many cases, your voices are not being heard.  But this commission is a step forward.  You can now share in charting the course of our Commonwealth, and I welcome your engagement.
· As we work towards solutions on education, on relieving property taxes, on health care or any other issue that confronts this Commonwealth, we will need your active participation.  If we want a shared prosperity, we need to see our shared responsibility, and part of that is stepping into this process and showing active citizenship. 

· Being governor is about power, plain and simple, and my power does not come from inside connections and the traditional kinds of relationships.  It comes from you.  People from all over this commonwealth who have checked out have decided to check back in, who understood as I do that government is not about doing everything for you, but it’s about helping you help yourselves.  Government is us: you and me.  It ought to be about the best of who we are and the best of what we have, and it ought to be about seriously thinking in every decision what makes sense for the next generation, as well as our own.  I am glad to be with you, thank you very much.
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